      The Red Shores Debate - Where Was the Leadership?

                                         Horsetalk
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                                            Hal Hennessey

Mike Currie has always been a supporter of  PEI harness racing, but he was a day late and a dollar short when demanding last week that the Liberals apologize to horsemen for the Red Shores fiasco.  Atlantic Lotto and Wes Sheridan long ago finagled the name change and Harness Racing PEI’s board, as well as most of the industry’s leadership, said nothing. Currie should be taking the sport’s head honchos to task for lack of intestinal fortitude – they’re the ones letting horsepeople and the game down. Folks already knew what to expect from ALC and the government. They’re so blind in their attempts to hide racing away it’s laughable – just look at the new signage at the tracks. You’d think these guys would be promoting Harness Racing, as a way to help them compete against the new casino in Moncton, but that’d be too smart. BTW Sheridan’s claim that horsemen support this stupidity is laughable – go to the track backstretches and ask the ordinary folks. They’ll tell you different. Most agree that respected Summerside horseman and Standardbred Canada director Eric Johnston nailed it, when  he suggested that whoever signed off on the name changes should be fired. ‘Nuff said.

As for the Tories – they gave ALC this kind of power. Must be the first time in history that the institution who holds your mortgage, can tell you what to do with your property. Yet that’s the deal the Conservatives made. Years ago we warned the Binns government not to get into bed with ALC, as they cared nothing about racing. There were other racino options available to them and this was a bad decision. I said then, that if they were going to lose their virginity, they should at least get kissed. Didn’t happen.  Instead they got you-know-what! 

                                           ------------------------------------

One final thought on the above – I’m told some of the so-called leadership crowd on PEI are still taking advice from folks in the Ontario industry.  If true, that’s ridiculous for 2 reasons. One being that these are the same people whose advice has put the Island industry in the position it is today, i.e. falling bet, shrinking fan base and under the thumb of ALC.  How’s that working for you so far guys? So much for all the money spent by that fact finding (party time?) delegation to Ontario a few years ago. 

Secondly, given that both those who are doing the advising and Ontario racing in general have experienced quite a down turn of  late – is it not time for a made-in-PEI solution?  That’s a topic we’ll definitely be discussing in the future.

                                 ---------------------------------

Now about the fall and winter racing schedule issue and my contention it’s unfair to folks in King’s and Prince counties.  Here’s why. The purse pool committee, as do government departments and agencies everywhere, tries to exhaust it’s budget by fiscal year-end.  Then they can demand the same or a bigger budget next year. So purses go up, as the racing season winds down and particularly when  they go to once-a-week cards in Charlottetown. This also means that a couple of hundred horses are left out of each draw. Many owners then find it necessary to stop racing, faced as they are with travel expenses, training bills and 14 days between starts. This leaves a smaller pool of horses, racing for  larger purses. It favours those owners with the easiest access to the ‘Charlottetown Driving Park’. IE those either stabled on the grounds or situated close by. I believe that fairness, common sense and a revised purse structure, can keep the new and improved ‘Summerside Raceway’ open – at least for this year. Then horsemen who want to race, can do so through January. 

Note I say this year -  more on that next week.

                                          -----------------------------------

I should mention here that after this column appeared in the Eastern Graphic we got a flood of emails agreeing with our stance vis a vis the unfairness issue. As is usual on PEI, my correspondents did not want their names used and one can understand why.  Anyone who has been around the game on the Island for a while, knows full well that there can be repercussions for speaking out. Not that I give a flying frig – they can’t do anything to me, but I have to protect those that could be penalized.

                                  -------------------------------------------------

Take note: 33 dashes were raced on PEI last weekend. Purse pool was $36,950 and the total bet $18,648. Now you can sing me all the sad songs you want, but somebody has to be responsible for such a bad showing. This didn’t happen by osmosis!

Again, once this item appeared in the press, we had some very strong emails on the issue.  And no I won’t go into who wrote what, but will discuss their concerns next week – so stay tuned! LOL!

                                   ------------------------------------                

King’s Co. Winners & Owners

CDP- Saturday

Maple Leaf Quix, 2:06.3, Ralph Annear -Steven J Sorrie

Hawaiian Legacy, 2:01, James O’ Halloran

Summerside – Sunday

Jaguar Royal N, 1:59.4, Sandra  Stead

Truro – Sunday

Liams Dynesty, 2:03.2, Jimmy O’Halloran - Frank  MacInnis

Rideau Carleton

Blissed Off, 2:01, Ian Smith

                                ----------------------------------

Tips O’ the Whip Dept: 

Todd Trites – drove 5 winners on the Truro card Sunday.

Drew Campbell – 1st Driver in Maine history to earn $1 million in a year.

                                       ----------------------------                     

The Ontario Racing Commission will not intercede in the dispute between the 2 Ontario horsemen’s organizations COSA and the OHHA, over who is to manage the monies payable to horsemen by Woodbine. Now that COSA has secured a 5 year agreement with WEG, they receive the bulk of the funds, reducing the OHHA’s budget to $163,000 annually from the original $522,000. The ORC cited a number of OHHA actions against WEG that led to this situation; unsuccessful boycott attempts, questioning WEG’s licensing with the Canadian Pari-mutual Agency, letters asking MPPs to cut off WEG Slot revenues and of course the attack, in Jimmy Whelan’s name, on WEG’s Access Agreement. Basically the commission decided that with little chance of peace between the two, the status quo is preferable. 

That’s a positive for Ontario and therefore Canadian racing. The OHHA lost  a lot of support, when they insisted on using horsemen’s funds to pay legal fees for known cheaters. It’s now reaping what it had sown.
                                     ----------------------------------

John MacDonald’s done it again. He won 6 dashes on the card at Rideau Carleton last Friday night, as his career year continues. The Island native now has 371 wins, earnings of over $1.7 million and a .372 driving average.  That puts him at # 7 on the North America drivers list for 2009. He’s 3rd in Canada, Jody Jamieson and Brad Forward are 1, 2, while Paul MacKenzie is 4th . 

                                       ----------------------------                    

Wally Hennessey continues to have a great shot at the $100K breeders bonus, on their Florida Super Night December 5th at Pompano.  In fact 2 of his mounts are in the mix. The 2 YO trotting filly Pocohontas Fame won her 3rd stake a week ago. Then last Friday night Wally had a winning drive aboard the undefeated 2 YO pacing filly Black Diamond Girl.  Should he win with both on December 5th , they’ll share the $100,000 dollars. Pocohontas Girl was scheduled to race in the 2 YO Trot Eliminations at Pompano last evening but they were rained out.  The track has rescheduled the event for Saturday evening.

                                           -------------------------------------

Lots of folks congratulating Anthony MacDonald for his heroics this past week.  A horse was loose on the track after a chain reaction accident at Georgian Downs.  Tony backed his horse down, and at the head of the stretch was able to get a hold of the runaway’s bridle and bring him under control. Sounds easy enough telling you about it, but watching it on the dish was different. Pretty tricky move and MacDonald deserves the kudos.

                                        -----------------------------------

Folks always like to speculate on who’s coming to the GC&S.  I may have the earliest rumour of all time for you. Mark down the name Stonebridge Terror as a possible for 2010.  Reg Petitpas just bought this 3 YO stake colt from Jack Darling.  ST won $584,933 racing in the Ontario Sires Stakes and has a mark of 1:51.1. David Lumsden is a partner on the deal and NB native son Jean Louis Arsenault will train. Petitpas has made no secret of the fact he wants to win the race again and this may be his candidate.

Just warms your soul thinking about August & OHW on PEI doesn’t it?

                         ------------------------------------------------        

Want to send our best wishes along to the Maritime’s premier harness writer  Doug Harkness, who’s been ill and is now undergoing some tests in hospital.  Everything sounds positive though and all are hoping for an early recovery.

Get well soon Doug – so I can steal some more news items from you. 

                                     -----------------------------         

Finally, here’s a teaser for you. A new President & CEO of Standardbred Canada is to be hired in 2010. I’m told a prominent Islander was in TO  being interviewed by the headhunting firm Caldwell Partners for the position.  Care to speculate on who that was?

                                 ---------------------------------                                              

That’s it, that’s all – good luck and good racing.

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

