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I hate to say I told you so. Wait! No I don’t, that’s a lie. I love saying I told you so and rubbing it in. Like the scorpion in Aesop’s fables – it’s my nature. So you’ll recall way back when Mitch Murphy and the Binns government were announcing their support for the Harness Racing industry, it didn’t go down too well.  Certain of my fellow commentators were all over the story, like flies on honey, and in a very negative way. They didn’t approve of the new Racino at the CDP and the investment of $25 million dollars there.  Same thing happened when Gail Shea announced a $3 million dollar investment in new facilities at Summerside Raceway.  There was lots of weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth over the expenditure of tax payers’ money on the horse industry.  Well guess what? Those investments are paying off. Bigtime! My sources tell me that to date the economic contribution to the PEI economy by the Harness Racing industry is about $30 million dollars annually.  However, that info is being updated and it’s probably more.  As it stands, that is almost a 50% increase from 2004 when the number was about $20 million give or take.  In other words there’s beem a $10 million dollar growth since the CDPEC opened in 2005. Granted all is not rosy, as the bet and the fan base is not what it should be, but the results are there and the proof is in the numbers.

                                     ---------------------------------------

Speaking of Summerside – the new construction is going well and those in the know tell me the Opening Day target date of July 1st is expected to be met. Plans now call for 29 race dates at SRW this year, as part of the 112 pari- mutual dates scheduled for PEI as a whole. The purse pool has also been increased this year and will amount to $2.65 million dollars between SRW and the CDP.

                                 -------------------------------- 

We have another nice Maritime colt to watch this year. As we mentioned to you sometime back long-time racing folks, the Whebby’s of Halifax, have another nice colt on their hands in Keep It Real.  He went 2 for 2 under the tutelage of Emmons MacKay in Truro, before moving to Ontario.  There he’s won ? under the capable guidance of former Mike MacDonald head trainer Joey Shea.  Also took a new record of 1:52.3   He’s in great hands as far as I’m concerned – nobody’s better with a colt than Joey. Word is they are pointing the 3 YO to the 1.5 million North American Cup.  The Final for it goes June 27th at Mohawk Raceway. One caveat though, as a couple of their former trainers, including Scotty Bell can testify, Wayne Whebby is prone to changing trainers like most of  us change our socks. So we’ll see. Good luck Joe!

                        ----------------------------------------

Speaking of Scotty Bell - Darren Trainer told us recently that after a triumphant tour of racetracks far and wide, the Eagle Has Landed!  The Gold Cup & Saucer winning trainer, long based at the Meadowlands in New Jersey, is home on PEI.  No word yet if this is just a mercy visit by Bell and he’s in town temporarily to thrill the ladies at the Charlottetown Legion - or perhaps the move is permanent? As they say in radio – stand by for news updates.

                                 -----------------------------------

Unfortunately Shadow Play is to be sidelined longer than first thought.  His trainer Dr. Ian Moore has posted on his blog that in addition to what is called a reactive airway disease, which was apparently caused by problems with the bedding at his new training center, he also has a bacterial infection.  The Little Brown Jug champ is being treated with a number of medications  antibiotics etc.  Doc Moore says that as long as there is no permanent problems, his stable star will be pointed to the Des Smith Classic at Ottawa’s Rideau Carlton Raceway. Eliminations are scheduled for June 21st.  

                                         ---------------------------------------

Lots of folks are emailing/calling us regarding a recent $5,000 fine assessed against PEI native Tony MacDonald.  While most fans don’t regularly read harness racing websites, apparently they’ve heard something about this - hence the inquiries to yours truly.  Tony, when interviewed has been quite upfront about the issue.  Basically it’s a he said/ he said dispute between a trainer (Tony), an owner (not identified) and a colt they jointly owned.  There was a lack of proper owner/trainer paperwork, which Tony readily admits was an oversight. This goes back to before 2007, when MacDonald got out of the training end of the business to concentrate fully on driving. Everyone I’ve talked to agrees that this is a test case for the Ontario Racing Commission, hence the big fine.(big to me and I’m sure to Tony anyway).  It’s also agreed a lot of trainers do not have this type of  required paperwork and thus a message is being sent to them to smarten up. Personally I’m thinking everybody should take a deep breath and relax.  It’s under appeal and I’m sure  the penalties will be reduced.  MacDonald may have not been as smart about the paperwork as he should have been, but bettors weren’t hurt and nobody died.

                            -------------------------------------

Keep It Real was two-lengths better than Ideal Race, a Pepsi North America Cup eligible who paced his own mile 1:53 for driver Mark MacDonald and trainer Tracy Brainard.

The eliminations for this year’s Pepsi North America Cup are scheduled for Saturday, June 20 with the $1.5 million final slated for Saturday, June 27 at Mohawk Racetrack.

In to go 7th race mohawk Sunday night (9:30)
