                  Shades of the OK Corral at CDP -

                 Astronomical Takes The Outlaw Down

                                     Horsetalk

                                             By

                                      Hal Hennessey  

Sorry about the drama in the headline folks, couldn’t resist. Astronomical was the winner of the featured race at the CDP Saturday night. Starting for the first time this year, he outgunned betting favorite Outlawpositivcharg, who was 3 for 3 before the defeat. The mile was in 1:54.4. One thing Astro didn’t do though, was wrest the record for the Maritime’s fastest mile in  2009 from the Outlaw – that still stands at 1:54 flat. Kenny Arsenault handled the reins on the winner, while Earl Smith had the catch drive on Outlawpositivcharg for regular pilot Terry Gallant. Also of note, Impeccable qualified in 1:56.2 for Mike Stevenson earlier that evening. Looks like a big year for Maritime Steeds and Maritime Speed!

Note to HRPEI: No, you don’t have to pay me for that marketing slogan. LOL!

               -------------------------------------

BTW, vet reports indicate Shadow Play was sick and full of mucus, after he was checked, following his dismal finish in the Molson Pace eliminations last week.  Reports are he’s still not quite up to par and a decision will be made on his next start sometime this week.  As far as the Molson Pace Final on Friday night goes, Stormaway won it in 1:54.1.  Local interests did just fair.  Mark MacDonald caught a 3rd with his ride Clowns Smile, while Silent Swing was 7th.  

                                ------------------------------------

Speaking of Outlawpositivcharg, Fred Lamont says he’s really pleased with  the job Terry Gallant has done with the $5K claimer - turned open pacer, as well as with his stablemate KG Affair.  Lamont, who’s based in Alberta, reports he has just purchased a couple of 3 YO stake colts for his western Canada operation. 

Also out west, Brandon Campbell and Charlottetown’s Mark Ramsay have claimed Ready To Go at Alberta Downs.  They’ll race him in Grand Prairie this summer.

                                    ------------------------------------

King’s Co. was well represented in the Winner’s Circle Saturday night at the CDP.  The local boys & girls had 4 winners on the card.  Tommy Collings of Mount Stewart’s Snortin Three, continues to dominate the fillies & mares $3,000 claiming ranks and won again in 1:59.1.  Vernon Bridge’s Iva Mutch had a winner in Seawind Cockney in 2:00 and so did two of the neighbors. Walter Cheverie was 1st with KC Chief in 2:00.4, while Jennifer Doyle and her partner Darren Trainor also won with their mare in 1:59.1.  She has one of the great names in harness racing.  It’s - Unfluffnbelievable!

                            ----------------------------------------------

Belfast’s Dan Ross saw his 3 YO Colt War Dancer win his $7,640 division of the Atlantic Sires Stake in 2:00.2. Sunday at Inverness.  Ross owns the Western Paradise colt with partners Boyd MacDonald and Charles Seymour. Summerside’s Terry Gallant had a training/driving win with his 3 YO ASS pupil Stars Xample in another division.  Owned by Catherine MacNeil of Glace Bay, the mile was in 2:01 flat.

                              -----------------------------

Spent some time this past week with Mike and Judy MacDonald as well as daughters Angie and Laura.  All were excited about their new home just purchased in Charlottetown. Best wishes for the future folks. 

On another note, Mike’s great mare Bellas Bliss has foaled a beautiful filly by Artiscape here in Quebec. She’s now been bred to Astronomical.  

                  ---------------------------------------------

The dictionary says that an oxymoron combines two contradictory terms.  So when I use words like, museum project and Hughie Graham in the same sentence, that qualifies.  Joking aside however, Hughie’s mounting an exhibit this summer, on the Harness Racing History of Montague and surrounding area. The project is being staged at the town’s Garden of the Gulf Museum.  Any memorabilia you could loan to the project would be appreciated.  Call them at 902-838-2467. 

Hmmm, can you curse & swear in a museum? 

Really? - Hughie and museums! That’s a barn burner - does Annear know about this?

                                    ---------------------------------

Arlene Harris and Elwood Lawton’s Southview Spirit had the fastest time in their division of the Ruby Chappell Stakes raced last Thursday at the CDP with a mile in 1:56.2.  You’ll recall the stakes had been moved from their usual home at Summerside Raceway, due to the ongoing construction there.  Ralph Annear’s champion filly Darko won her division with Kenny Arseneault driving.  The mile was in 1:58.4.  Each division raced for a purse of $6,000 and other winners were Semjac Legacy (1:58.3), Longworth Midnight (1:59.2) and Camco Wineette (2:01).

                                  ---------------------------

And talking about the youngsters, there are 117 colts entered in the Atlantic Classic Yearling Sale so far.  As you know the auction’s location has been moved this year to Crapaud. It’s scheduled for October 9th .  The sale’s been advertised in the past as a select sale, average prices though have not always shown that to be the case.  One would hope that the colts on offer this year will be of a caliber that will suit the buyers, while giving breeders a fair ROI. That’s what a select sale is supposed to be all about.

                                        -----------------------

I sometimes get a little heat for my criticism of the way HRPEI markets Harness Racing.  I know that’s unbelievable, me being such a non-controversial type and all – but sadly it’s true.  And it wounds me deeply too, (sarcasm intended).  Still numbers don’t lie, so lets look at a few. Here’s some recent results from Maritime tracks in terms of the number of dashes on the cards, the total bet on each and the average bet per race.

               CDP       12 - total $13,629 – $1135.75 avg. 

Northside Downs  12 - total $10,802 – $1080.20 avg.

Truro Raceway     14 - total $9,679 –    $691.35
                 EPR      9  - total $6,523 –     $724.77

These cards were all raced on the weekend either Saturday or Sunday.

Ignore EPR, more about it later.  Obviously Truro, while it has a great horse population is not doing well at all, especially compared to Cape Breton’s Northside Downs.  The Downs in fact is a real success story.  It’s basically a refurbished fair track.  It opened up for Sydney horsmen when they refused to race at Tartan Downs anymore. It has the barest of facilities, while the CDPEC has a new $25 million dollar complex, including the only Racino in the Maritimes.  Yet the Northside Downs bet average is consistently within a hundred bucks of that at the CDP.  And they have nowhere near the purses, nor the operational budget of Charlottetown.  Now tell me it’s not about marketing! I rest my case. And yes - I feel better after that little rant.

                            -----------------------------------

Now about EPR in St. John. As you know they’ve been taken over by the new group Horse Racing New Brunswick.  They’ve been mandated by that province's government to run all of the tracks.  HRNB will receive approximately $1.2 million dollars annually, from the revenue of 150 VLTs that has been allotted to them. So as HRPEI did, they should get a pass for a little while at least.  After that, like any entity failing to perform and living on the government or taxpayers teat in some way shape or form, they’ll be fair game.      

                                     ---------------------------------

That’ll do for this week – good luck & good racing.

Questions/Comments hal.al@sympatico.ca 

