           Bim Ford As PEI’s Racing Czar? – No way Jose!

                                            Horsetalk

                                                 By

                                        Hal Hennessey

Bet I got your attention with that headline didn’t I?  Had to go with it though, as the rumour that Bim was taking over PEI racing is the best I’ve heard in a long time.  And ya gotta admit - it is a great headline.   Not true though, it’s just more horse manure from the Netchat crowd.  That’s the reason I wrote the headline with a question mark. Repeat – it’s a joke folks!  This column was being partially written on the road, somewhere between Montreal and PEI.  Mike MacDonald and I were in the process of hauling horses and equipment downhome, where he intends to set up shop for the foreseeable future at the CDPEC. So right now I’m in the horse business full time for a little while and needed a little levity in my life. Sorry for the headline Bim- although I think you’d do a great job for horsemen in any capacity you choose.

PS want to thank all the horsefolk up in Woodstock NB for the help with the horses and arranging stalls when we overnighted there.  Much appreciated.

                          ----------------------

Actually the netchat mentioned above started as a discussion of an apparent resignation or perhaps a firing at HRPEI.  I do have a couple of versions of what went on, but in fairness, I’ll wait until we get a press release or at least a statement from management.  

                  ----------------------------------

There is no doubt the recent news out of New Brunswick, while posing a challenge to PEI, will prove a boon to Maritime Harness Racing. And I can tell you from conversations with NB horsemen last week, that they are pretty excited over the possibilities. Premier Graham, with one fell swoop, got rid of a lot of the deadwood that was hampering racing and put it’s future in the hands of the horsemen and their representatives under the name Harness Racing New Brunswick.  It also fulfilled a promise he made to the industry, (did you folks at SRW notice?)  The government will allocate 150 slots in prime locations throughout the province and their revenues will fund HRNB.  I’m told there’s also a good chance that the proposal from Moncton area horsemen will be accepted and a new track could happen there.  A rejuvenated harness racing industry in NB which, while it will offer additional opportunities for PEI horsemen, will also provide competition to their tracks or track?  And let’s not forget - the new casino complex in Moncton will sit just off the T-Can on the road to the Island and the Racino at the CDPEC. I just know HRPEI and the government are busily developing strategies to meet these challenges? And yes folks, I’m being sarcastic.  But the new gambling strategy report came out last Monday and we'll discuss it next week.

                                   ------------------------------

The news out of NB is also certainly a boost for the various sales taking place this fall in the Maritimes.  There are 2 yearling auctions at Charlottetown and Truro and I know many of you outside the region read us on the web, either via the Eastern Graphic newspaper’s site or on Maritime Classics, so here are the pertinent details.  The Atlantic Classic is slated for the Charlottetown Trade Center October 10th.  This is the beginning of the Breeder’s Crown weekend and the sale starts at 4:30 for more info call Wayne Pike at 902-569-1682.  You can check out the entries and pedigrees at http://www.peiharnessracing.com/atlantic_classic.html 

The annual Select Yearling Sale will take place on Friday, Oct. 24th at the Agridome in Truro. 75 yearlings have been consigned and for additional information or catalogs contact the Exhibition office at (902) 893-9222. Pedigrees are here http://www.nspe.ca/EXselectsale.asp.

                          -----------------------------

The whipping of horses and its negative impact on the public’s perception of racing has been much in the news of late.  PEI’s Wally Hennessey is a leader in advocating a change in the rules, which would eliminate the one-handed slashing we see so often at tracks.  In fact, he’s been able to convince Pompano Park to bring in the ‘reins in both hands at all times’ rule. Wally perhaps put it best in a recent letter to the editor of the Harness Edge when he wrote, ‘keep a line in each hand and if you are not talented enough to do this, let somebody else do your job’. PEI also had another advocate for change, long before the current initiative ever arose.  I can recall a number of years ago reading a letter to the editor from John Eldon Green, demanding just such a policy.  Coincidentally, when making his case, he pointed to Wally Hennessey as the perfect example of someone who did not need to be banging and slashing at his horses to get the best out of them.  I’m sure Mr. Green feels a sense of justification today, as many jurisdictions move to significant modifications of the whipping rule.  

                                ---------------------------------

Finally, some comments on the Gary Chappell issue, and as a caveat I should mention that I just know Gary well enough to say hello.  Without getting into all of the peripheral details, here’s the basic story.  Spring Grove Left, who was slated to race later in the day, dies in his barn at the CDPEC. Chappell was the owner/trainer of record.  This happens OHW 2006.  SGL was unattended at the time.  The Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission has an investigation, even brings in Standardbred Canada and the cops to assist. Autopsy is performed – results inconclusive - no culprit. So after all their publicity efforts they have to blame somebody  – hello Mr. Chappell!  They nail him under the trainer responsibility rule, even though he was not at the barn when the horse died. Doesn’t matter, he’s guilty, fined and suspended, even though I guarandamntee you, horses are left unattended every race night. Chappell appeals and just recently the results were made public. Appeal denied - 2-month suspension - $1,500 fine - to begin immediately.  Pretty tough for the Maritimes - especially since in Ontario they'd have called it extenuating circumstances and reduced the penalties. Now I hold no brief for those that abuse horses, but in this case I believe Chappell is just a scapegoat for the MPHRC, because they couldn’t get the job done and had to blame somebody.  What’s next - security guards for every racehorse on PEI 24/7?  Puhleeeeze!

                                 --------------------------

Notes: Congrats to Earl Smith's main man Ryan Perrot on his first win. And to budding Harness Racing journalist Nick Oakes who won the Matinee Tracks Championship last week.

Somebeachsomewhere as you may know equaled a world record last Saturday winning in Lexington in 1:46.4.  The talk this week is of the Tattersalls Pace at the Red Mile on Saturday.  Unfortunately The Beach and Art Official drew into different divisions and Doc Moore's Shadow Play won’t make it due to that hoof problem.  Should still be a dandy though - coming to a Simulcast outlet near you.

                              -------------------------------------

 That’s it, that’s all – good luck and good racing. Hope to see you at the CDPEC while I’m home.

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

