Shadow Play and Moore Make PEI Racing History 
HorseTalk by Hal Hennessey

  
Ok, so let’s get the obvious out of the way.  The win by Shadow Play in the Little Brown Jug is, without a doubt, the most remarkable ‘horse’ story in the history of PEI Racing. It is also a story full of drama. Especially when a hoof problem indicated SP might not start in the 2ndheat, of what is undoubtedly the most prestigious race in the pacing world.  However, smart decision-making and an excellent blacksmith, helped the horse return to the track and in the end he set a two-heat world record of 1:50 and1:50.1.  


Now I’ll have those who will disagree with me, about where this rates in the history of PEI Racing.  But I’ll stand by my assessment for 2 reasons: Island owned - Island trained!  Never happened before and may be a longtime coming again.  Doc & Nancy Moore have done us all proud and our congrats to them and partners, hockey great Serge Savard and Bathurst’s RG McGroup (Mr. & Mrs. Ron McLellen).                        

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------   


Good news came later in the week as well, when what turned out to be an abscess in SP’s hoof burst and cleared the way for a possible start against Maritime hero, Nova Scotia’s Somebeachsomewhere.  Looks now like the two could meet in the Tattersalls Pace at the Red Mile, in Lexington Kentucky October 4th. It also adds more fuel to the debate raging over Horse of the Year honours.  We’ve described some of this to you before, when discussing Art Official’s handing SBSW his one and only defeat in the $1 million dollar Meadowlands Pace. Then there’s the great 3YO Trotter Deweycheatumnhowe, who after suffering his one defeat in the prelims, came back to win the $1 million dollar Canadian Trotting Classic recently.    Finally we discussed Mr. Big who has the fastest trip of they year next to AO, 1:48.1 on a five-eighths track.  Now Shadow Play is in play.  It’s going to be interesting.                             
----------------------------------- 


Leaving aside Dewey – Amongst the pacers and under normal circumstances, the hands down choice would be the Schooner Stable’s Somebeachsomewhere. He’s certainly got the best overall record with 9 wins and 1 second in 10 starts, plus earnings of $ 1,536,503. However, there are those who argue trainer Brent MacGrath has been picking his spots with the horse, such as avoiding the Little Brown Jug. Mind you, from the get go, MacGrath has always said SBSW would not go to that dance.  His reasoning being that he hopes to prove the horse is the fastest in the world with a new record at Lexington.  The LBJ requires a horse to race 2 and sometimes 3 dashes the same afternoon. To ask that of Somebeachsomewhere and go for a world record 2 weeks later, is something MacGrath and partners had long ago decided against.  But the argument rages on, so stay tuned.                          
---------------------------------           
 
As you can well imagine, after we broke the story last week, there’s been a great welling up of optimism about Harness Racing’s future in NB. The way this was handled was very smart and I’m told that everybody, including observers at the NB symposium from PEI, Maine and Standardbred Canada were quite impressed. No junkets here for the boys on the taxpayers dime, like they did in PEI.  You’ll recall that when planning the CDPEC, some of the ‘in-crowd’ went off on a nice little road trip to visit with Carl Jamieson, Jimmy Whelan etc. and to study the Ontario system.  Which they didn’t follow through on anyway.  In NB’s case the Graham government had 2 front line civil servants do a 3-month study of the industry.  They then brought their report to the industry meeting, which also had 7 of the government’s top ministers on hand.
 


There a working group was mandated to report back by December 1st, with a constitution, by-laws and incorporation for a new organization to be known as Harness Racing New Brunswick (HRNB). The government will provide interim financing, but in the final analysis HRNB’s funding will come from 150 slot machines they will be allowed to operate. This business-like approach bodes well for the future of the NB industry.  However their plans, along with the new casino complex in Moncton, also presents a serious challenge to PEI.  More on that later.
 


BTW, with the sales fast approaching, local breeders will be happy to know there’s an official press release coming soon.                                
 -------------------------------- 


I was saddened to learn this week that Sid Stead had passed away. This was especially shocking to Alma & I, as we had visited with him Old Home Week and he seemed hale and hearty.  Our condolences to his family and many friends.  He was a major figure in Island racing back in the day and made a great contribution to it.  He’ll be missed. RIP.                               
 ---------------------------------- 

Island Standardbred Sales (Norman Hall & Earl Watts) have sent along word that their annual mixed sale will be held at Crapaud’s Agriplexon October 18th. Entry deadline for cataloging will be October 10thand it’s limited due to space considerations.  Further info & entry forms can be obtained from Earl at902-626-9444 or Norman at 902-368-2340 or on the PEIHRIA website; www.peiharnessracing.com.                             
-------------------------------- 

Tonight (Wed.) marks the end of the season at Summerside Raceway, with the finale of the aged mares Erwin Andrew Memorial Series. Predictions in the press are that demolition of the old grandstand will begin soon after.  Still no indication of the much ballyhooed final decision on a new one, as promised by the Ghiz government before the last election.  And while I sympathize in every way with the horsemen, the hypocrisy at Summerside City Hall is over the top.  As for the media’s failure to write the whole story –that’s just a joke!  Councilors can shed all the tears in their beers and p—s and moan about losing 150 jobs all they want. The fact remains, it was they and their bureaucrats who blocked the agreement on the new grandstand originally offered to them by the Binns’ government. To see them using the horsemen’s needs - because they want a new stadium for the summer games, is just another example of outright political trickery.  It is also the height of cynicism to presume that the folks can’t see through their hypocrisy.  Jeez, what a bunch! And I mean the press and the politicians.                                       
---------------------
 
Finally – Kenny Arsenault won 5 on Sunday’s card at the CDPEC. He also had a win in the PEI Colts Stakes Saturday night with Ralph Annear’s Darko.  Mile went in 1:59.4.  The only other King’s Co. winner in the stakes was Island Quick Cash in 2:02.2.  Gilles Barrieau drove her for owner/trainer Wade Sorrie and partner Walter Simmons.
 


Wally Hennessey had another 5 wins in Pompano last Saturday night, 2 of them in Florida Sunshine Stakes.  Brother Danny had 4 training wins on the same card.  One was in the 2 YO pacing stake with Im Fine, driven by Wally.
                                  
 --------------------------
 

That’s it, that’s all – good luck and good racing. Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca
