                                      It’s ShowTime Folks! 

                                                  HorseTalk

                                                        By

                                           Hal Hennessey

The Breeder’s Crown and the Classic sale occupy center stage on the Maritime Calendar this coming weekend.  I gave you the complete schedule last week, but here’s a quick recap for the slow learners.  Friday – Golf at Stanhope - Saturday afternoon - BC Consolations scheduled for the CDP, reception and banquet that evening at the Delta.  Sunday afternoon - Breeders Crown Finals & the Ingham Palmer Memorial are the main attraction trackside, while that evening at Gingerwood, the Classic Sale begins at 8 PM with the trotters in the ring.  Monday it’s the pacing colts – sale time is 11 AM.

                                     -------------------------- 

Bob Connoly of the sale committee kindly sent the catalogue to me last week and there’s some very nice colts on offer as always, including a couple of Bob’s own.  And the product continues to improve, as breeders invest in better stock.  However it’s obvious some still didn’t get the memo.  Sending colts to the sale ring, whose last few siblings have been duds, or close to, does not inspire buyers confidence.  And unless it’s a young mare, having to go 4 or 5 generations deep into a pedigree might be a clue that it’s time for a new strategy - no?  As for some of the sires –well that’s a whole other story.  Still, for those who’d like to learn more about the industry, I urge you to get out to the sale and the other weekend events.  It’ll be an excellent introduction to the industry.  Besides, you’ll get to visit Gingerwood, which if you’re like most of us plebeians, you’ve only been able to drive by and admire from afar - on the outside looking in so to speak.  Now you can join the VIPs – that alone should make the trip to Stanhope worthwhile.  Enjoy!

                                  -----------------------------------

The PEI Matinee Track Championship Finals were held at SRW Friday evening and 17 YO Devon Wallace, with his two winning drives took home all the marbles.  Young Wallace is a budding pro and the points accumulated in the program count toward his licensing requirements.  The Department Of Agriculture’s Matinee Championship Trophy for the horse winning the final, went to A Lotta Dot, who was driven by O’Leary’s Claire Sweet for owner Alyre Arseneault.  The matinee track program is one of the few industry initiatives that has the possibility of bringing new fans to the game.  Federal and Provincial governments ante up the basic funding, but I know project director Susan Whelan and her staff could accomplish much more with an expanded budget.   Perhaps some of those wasted in-house promotional dollars at the CDPEC could be put to better use promoting the Project’s many initiatives.  Speaking of which, when attending the Classic Sale this weekend take a look at hip numbers 22, 73 and 116.  Thanks to the support of Meridian Farms East and Woodmere Farms, the youngsters in the Morell & Area 4 H Club have prepped these colts for the sale.  It’s another program from the Matinee Tracks organization designed to introduce the Standardbred horse to a new generation.  

                                               --------------------------

The controversy I mentioned a while back on the condition of the NB tracks, the injury to Dunachton Gale, and the fact some colts might skip racing in that province touched off an even bigger brouhaha.  Scott Waddell, who until this week enjoyed a multiplicity of titles at EPR, but which now have been scaled down, took strong exception to my remarks on the track’s website.  Mind you, he had every right to do so and we welcomed the input, (well most of it anyway), but my correspondence says we weren’t wrong.  This is an age-old conundrum.  Management want their ovals hard and fast for the big races, as speed draws the fans, while the colt folks want a little cushion to protect their babies who are still a-growing.  And never the twain shall meet, or so the poet says.  

                                          -----------------------------------

Quick Brushes

---- We learned Sunday afternoon that Southview Special was hurt racing in the MacKenzie stake at Truro.  On the advice of the Truro track vet, she was immediately dispatched to Charlottetown for further examination at the Vet College.  There it was determined the damage to her hind leg was irreparable and she was put down.  I want to thank Judge Irvin Keough in the Truro judge’s stand for responding so quickly to my rush phone call for info.  As you can well imagine, young Tyler Shea was waiting anxiously in Montreal for word as to the status of his prize filly.  Sadly, the outcome was not as hoped for. 

---- Rumors Dept: I hear sweeping changes may be in the offing at the CDPEC after the Breeder’s Crown Weekend.  I’ve also been told one of the senior management types had applied for a position elsewhere, but I’m not sure if one story is connected to the other.  Mark this a maybe.

---- NJ based trainer Mark Ford is sending another equine prodigy to his pal Darren (Sillywillywells) Trainor.  Word is he’s a nice horse but his legs don’t move fast enough.  I understand Nick (Nuclear Fusion) Oakes will handle the training chores, given his vaunted reputation for turning horses around and investing them with ‘explosive’ speed.  “Tis said Nick the Nuker will always make you money on the chancy ones. 
---- Hate to steal Fiddler’s thunder and scoop him, but son Mark was part of a dream season for the great mare Moving Pictures, when he guided her to a win in the  $393,750 Milton Final for aged pacing mares at Mohawk Racetrack Saturday night. The mare has over a million dollars in earnings and swept the 4 major stakes for her class this year, as she’s also had victories in the Classic Distaff, The Roses Are Red and the Breeder’s Crown.  MacDonald, an O’Brien winner last year, stands 3rd in Canada on the ‘07’ driver’s money list, as he nears $6 million in purse won.   He’s 10th in the win column and should be over 250 by the time you read this.

---- Referring to the NB tracks item above, in a recent email to media outlets Scott Waddell of EPR said this, “I just wanted to let everyone know that as of October 13th, I will no longer be working at Exhibition Park Raceway on a full-time basis.  My job responsibilities have been scaled down and I have decided to pursue other opportunities. I will still be doing some web reporting to keep our website up to date and will continue in my announcer’s role.”  Word is some other changes are also in the offing at EPR and we’ll try to have further word on them next week.

                                  -----------------------------

Finally, some Fastlane winners from September- thanks to my pal The Artful Dodger, Jerry McCabe.

Samspace 1:54.2, owners- Dennis Baxter &Arthur Turple. 

Credibility, 2:00.2, NYSS, 3YOTF Monticello, Reg MacPherson. 

Southview Johnnie, Woodstock, Owner: Elwood Lawton.

Weird Albert 1:59.1, Owner: Brent J MacLennan.
Bellas Bliss, 1:54.4, Owner: Michael R Macdonald, W D La Page. 
Katies Hottie, 1:57.1, Owner: John A Macdonald - Cara Johnston. 
 Clay Henry, 1:51.3 Owner: Hopedale Holdings. 

Amazing Dealer 1:57.3 ($72,000) Circuit Quebec Elite, 3YOTF, Owner: Marcel Barrieau, Conrad Leiber. 

Cambella, 1:59.3, Owner: Awesome Acres (Dr. John Hennessey). 
Southview Angie, 1:57.3, Owner: Elwood G Lawton, Michael R Macdonald.  

Tymal Francesca, 2:00.4, OSS Grassroots 3YOTF, owners, Rod V Boyd, Robert H Shepherd, Peter J Buchanan. 

Asterosa, 1:58.3, Owners- Kalman Liebowitz & Steve Scarff. 
Mattamophous, 1:54.1 FM-MDNS, Owners- Kalman Liebowitz & Steve Scarff. 

Take The Risk, 1:55 owners: Rod V Boyd, Robert H Shepherd, Jack B Brown. 

Camdoras Box, 1:55.1, Owner: William Allan McNeil. 

Harmony P, 1:54.4, Owner: Michael R Macdonald, Blair C Hansen.
Lucky Dealer, 1:56.4, owner, John M Breau. 
 Tough Luck, 1:54.4, Owner: David E Shea, Awesome Acres, (Dr. John Hennessey). 

That’s it – catch you on the turns.

PS - Have to remind readers on the Maritime Classics web site, you are reading this approximately 48 hours after publication on PEI.  Hence some items may be a little dated. 

Questions/Comments?  hal.al@sympatico.ca 


