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Lots of netchat following the Classic Sale and since I know many readers who follow us in both the Eastern & Western Graphic newspapers don’t surf the horsemen’s harness racing websites, here’s the gist of what was being discussed in the aftermath of the event.

About 800 potential buyers were on hand and generally folks were impressed with the facilities at Gingerwood, but of two minds about its viability for a horse sale. Sunday night it was perhaps a little dark to see the colts properly and many found it rather chilly - Monday was much better.   115 colts went through and the average price was down about 4.5%, which is worrying, considering it’s up almost everywhere else.  A guesstimate would indicate that 35-40% of the breeders either broke even or made money.  It’s been like that for years of course and simply reinforces the need, as we said before, for more selectivity.  Basically the folks I talked to seem to feel Gingerwood has the potential to be a good venue as the facility itself is first class, but it needs to work on the staging of such an event.  As for the debate about holding it away from the racino and thus the potential loss of revenue there, I suspect that will be discussed extensively over the course of the next year. 

                                   ------------------------------

One outcome of the sale is that we have an interesting experiment to follow over the winter.  Norman Hall has developed a commercial online service for the Harness Racing industry called Pedigree Guru.  It’s a database that can be used to aid in breeding decisions.  Hall is a firm believer in the matching of certain bloodlines and families.  As an experiment he purchased a filly called Jeanie Beliveau at the sale for $600.  She has a great back pedigree, but neither sire nor dam accomplished much racing.  Norm believes she can make it to the stakes next year and has recruited rookie trainer Nick Oakes to get her there.  We’ll keep you posted as progress is reported and kudos to Hall for giving both the filly and Nick the chance. 

                                ------------------------------------- 

Our mutual friend, the late and sadly missed Bobby Mills, used to say Ralph Annear had a horseshoe up his butt.  My question was always; did he do the on-site inspection in person to ascertain this?  Millsy may have been right though.  Get this Annear buys a $20 raffle ticket at the Classic sale.  First prize was either $1500 cash or $3K towards the purchase of a colt.  Guess who wins? You got it, the long fella.  Upshot is he bought himself a nice Largo filly hip # 54, called Darko, for $4700.  I had to laugh when he told me though.  This is the guy just getting over a heart operation and who was bitchin’ to me last summer about having too many horses to look after at his age.  Maybe shoulda took [sic] the money and run pal.

                                           ----------------------------

It seems Ralph and Maple Leaf Noble may be getting the same discriminatory treatment that was given to his partner Billy Hicken and Maple Leaf Hawk at the CDP.  Remember when the only starts they could get were against pacers.  Here’s the thing – when I first looked at it, the condition sheet for last Saturday night showed an open trot and I presumed Noble would be racing.  Lo and behold by the time it went to post the conditions had changed, so the horse was out.  The legality of this is a matter for the racing commission, but I have to say it’s a great marketing strategy – program against the winningest horse in the Maritimes because he’s winning too much????  Jeesh – give me a break!  

                                   ----------------------------

 Norman Hall and Earl Watts have announced an Island Standardbred Sale for Friday November 2nd.  It’ll serve to kick off the Island Breeders Championships that weekend. Located at Earl’s training center in Brookfield space is limited to 60 entries and the deadline is October 26.  For info & entries call: Norman – (902) 368-2340, Fax: (902) 367-3610 

                                  -----------------------------------

I was sorry to learn compliments of a Doug Harkness article in the Guardian, that Gilles Barrieau, Canada’s rep in the World Driving Championships, is having a battle with a recently diagnosed case of diabetes.  Plus reports from our ever-trusty sources indicate that a movement is underway to have him admitted to the city of St. John’s Hall of Fame. We wish him the best with all of the above

                                              ---------------------------

I presume you saw the recent article in the local press about Summerside's Shannon 'Sugar' Doyle and the success he's enjoying as the race caller at Edmonton's Northlands Park. They love him out there and he does a great job, but surprisingly can't catch a break in his home province.

He summers on PEI and likes to be part of the action, so he volunteers his services at SRW as well as O'Leary. This past year he even offered to help out in any way needed at the CDP during OHW. Sadly no takers - guess he's not in with the 'IN' crowd there, besides why use the offer of free help from a pro, when you can pay someone?

                                    --------------------------------

Quick Brushes: 

---- Charlottetown’s Paul MacKenzie had 5 winners on the Thanksgiving Day program at Flamboro. One of them with the Downey Stables JK Down, trained by Ian.  Spook, as he’s affectionately known, has another good year going at the Ontario track, where he’s once again the leading driver with 221 wins and almost $1.2 million dollars in purse earnings. 

---- With his recent 1:57.1 win at Fryeberg the Elwood Lawton bred Southview Sabre is now the richest Maritime bred of all time.  By Drop Off out of the No Nukes mare Power Fashion, the 10-year-old gelding has earnings of $501,348.  Quite a feather in the cap for Lawton’s Southview Farms.

----- Donna Hickox is heading up a group organizing a benefit for horseman David Rose and his ongoing battle with cancer. The date is January 19th at the Charlottetown Legion. Preliminary plans call for a hockey game, dance, auction, various draws etc. and they need all kinds of help.  For further info or to offer assistance call Donna evenings at 902-964-2925.

                                     --------------------------                     

Finally thanks to Jerry McCabe, The Artful Dodger and his Fastlane Notes, here’s the balance of the September winners of local interest list.

Fern Hill Rose 1:59 Flamboro Dr-Paul Mackenzie.

Money Market 1:55.1.

M L Stealth 2:01, Batavia. 
Windy Bay David 1:59.4, Batavia. 
Kilkerran Scot 1:55, Harrington. 
Kettle Point, 1:55, Flamboro Tr/Dr-Paul MacKenzie Owners- Walter Simmons and Terry Gallant. 2nd-Take The Risk
Elm Grove Operativ, 1:51.4, Mohawk. 

E F Galaxie, 2:00.2, St Basile Le Grand. 
Quick Arrow N, 1:53 Colonial Downs. 

Tignish, 1:56, Flamboro Tr/Dr-Cory Gaudet.  Should point out Cory also owns him and this is the fastest trot mile in 2007 at Flammy.

Canaco Runner, 2:00 ($140,000) Coupe De L'Avenir 2YOTF Montreal, Owner: Tourmana Inc, Claude Hamel, Lapharmaciedekedgwick. 

Amazing Dealer 1/2 1:57.1 ($200,000) Coupes Des Eleveurs 3YOTF Montreal Tr/Dr-Marcel Barrieau Owner: Marcel Barrieau, Conrad Leiber. 

That’s it Sportsfans- catch you on the turns.

Questions/Comments?  hal.al@sympatico.ca 

