                      Time to Step Up – Participate!  

                                        WWW. Horsetalk

                                                   by

                                               Hal Hennessey     

Can’t help smiling to myself as I read with interest about this new policy initiative of the Ghiz government called Participate in PEI.  It apparently opens up over 70 of the Island’s agencies, boards and commissions so that anyone Grit, Tory whatever, can apply for a seat on these governing bodies.  I think that’s great and can’t wait to see who gets involved.  After all from time immemorial horsemen, myself included, have bitched and complained about the way the industry is being run.  AND - the good Lord knows I’m regularly inundated with calls & e-mails, demanding that the government/HRPEI be taken to task about something or other. Oh yes, have I mentioned the constant complaining that goes on via postings on the Internet?  So now’s the time to step up boys and girls - here’s your chance.  The appointments supposedly will be open to all and even interested FANS can be part of the process.  Let’s get those Letters of Intent in for the board at HRPEI!  I can’t wait to see some of you apply, (he said with a chuckle), I’d even pay to read your applications.  It really would be worth the price of admission. LOL.

                              -------------------------------------------         

Some recent inquiries prompted me to ask a couple of contacts with connections to the new Liberal government, just what its’ attitude was towards the SRW project.  Here’s what they had to say.  Firstly, despite net chat claims to the contrary, last year under the Tories an agreement was reached between government and the Prince County horsemen representatives re the new grandstand etc.  They just couldn’t close the deal with the town officials. Secondly, the Town of Summerside does own the land and can do as it pleases with it, thus football in the centerfield.  There also does not seem to be any proof of the assertion, that the Grady family left the community the land with the proviso that it always be used for a racetrack. Finally, the agreement reached with the Prince County Horsemen’s Club prior to the election is still good to go, insofar as the current government is concerned.  However, they’ve only held preliminary discussions to date with Summerside and frankly I’m not sure there’s any  sense of urgency about getting a deal done soon. Interested parties up West might want to do a little lobbying on that one.  Finally as with the previous crowd, the new guys in town will continue Atlantic Lotto’s mandate to operate and manage all gaming on PEI.  This will include SRW if, (note the if), there’s any gaming to take place there.  My sources also say the Liberals will continue the previous government’s policy, that gives Harness Racing PEI the ultimate authority over all racing on the Island and therefore its’ staff will operate both racetracks.  That’s it.  I don’t want to say from the horse’s mouth – but it’s close.

                         -------------------------------------------

Just a quick follow up on our Ontario piece of last week.  This is undoubtedly one of the roughest periods ever in the history of Harness Racing in that province. The past year the industry has been racked by a number of high profile positive tests amid charges of illegal medication use and a number of the biggest players in the business have had their names splashed all over the pages of the mainstream press. On the positive side, the Ontario Racing Commission recently signed an agreement with the Crime Stoppers Program to assist in the policing of the industry.  The program relies on information provided via an 800 number and participants are never asked to identify themselves or testify.  Cash rewards are also offered to those who assist an investigation.  Then there’s the new group called the Standardbred Horseowners Panel, formed in response to what they felt was the lack of action by horsemen’s associations, governing bodies and regulators with regard to integrity issues. One of their first recommendations is a responsibility rule, which would see owners, whose horses test positive for illegal medications, share in the punishment meted out to their trainers.  Rightly so.  Bottom line - this is stealing from the bettors and fellow horseman and no matter how important the person or expensive the horse, criminal behavior should not be rewarded. 

                          --------------------------------------------- 

The Atlantic Breeders Crown weekend is October 5 - 8. 

Here’s the schedule to date:

Friday -   Golf - 1:00 p.m. Tee Time (Stanhope)

· Call (902) 629-6636 to register 

Saturday - Atlantic Breeders Crown Consolation Race Program
- CDP - 1:00 p.m.

· Delta Prince Edward
- Reception & Banquet, Delta
- 6:30 p.m. Reception – 7:30 p.m. Banquet
- Call (902) 629-6636 to purchase tickets 

Sunday - CDP - Pancake Breakfast
- 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

· Yearling Selection Seminar – - 10:00 a.m.

· 1 PM – CDP 

·  Atlantic Breeders Crown Finals  & Ingham Palmer Memorial 

· Gingerwood –  Stanhope

· Atlantic Classic Yearling Sale – Trotters – 6 PM  Sale Preview; 

· 8:00 p.m. Sale
 

Monday - Gingerwood – Stanhope
- Atlantic Classic Yearling Sale – Pacers
- 11:00 a.m. – Sale

The movement of the sale to Gingerwood is interesting, heard a lot about it when home - pro and con.  Some think it’s a great move to a better facility – others that there’s a bit of butt kissing going on. ‘Twas ever so on PEI. 

                             -------------------------------------
Quick Brushes

 --- For the home folks first.  Lots of local winners at the CDP this weekend. Maple Leaf Noble, 2:01. Owners: Ralph M Annear-Jack Panting, Montague.

Come Back Quick, 2:00, Owners: Macdonald, Campbell, Valley, Macdonald, Orwell.

Hawaiian Legacy, 2:00.4. Owner: James D. O’Halloran, Montague, PEI.

Thepuckstopshere, 2:00.1. Owner: Jerry L Laird, Cardigan. 

Tanks A lot, 1:58.2. Owner: Austin & Macy Sorrie, Montague. 

Who’s Smiling Now, 1:58.4. Owners:  Wilfred E Hughes, Vernon Bridge, Jason Collings, Mount Stewart.

Classic Cammie, 1:56.1, Owner: Steven J Sorrie, Sturegeon.  

---- I was always a fan of that stud of Jimmy O’Halloran’s Hawaiian Lightning as he was bred to be a good one – Matts Scooter out of an Albatross mare.  Nice to see his progeny keep showing up from limited opportunity in the breeding shed.

---- Southview Special, who is something special, won her division of the filly stake Saturday in 1:56.2.  She’s owned by Elwood Lawton and a pal of mine Tyler Shea.  His many friends will be pleased to learn that Tyler has had one knee replacement already and the second is slated for early October.  The good Lord willing he’ll soon be out of that wheelchair. 

----- Our condolences to the Campbell and Hennessey families on the passing of Reta Campbell.  Mrs. Campbell was the daughter of the late Wal Hennessey, sister to Joe and mother of trainer/driver Mike Campbell.

----- Just learned as I was filing this that Buddy Shepherd passed away on Saturday.  He was a legend and an institution at the CDP.  He’ll be sadly missed by all of us who go back to the ‘old days’ - my sympathies to the family. 

---- Pompano opened their 44th season recently with a new racing surface designed and built by Dan & Greg Coon, the guys who did the same for the CDP and SRW. 

---- Speaking of which, the Mike Macdonald Stable will race out of Pompano this winter and I’ve been told he and I are taking the two trucks and trailers with 6 horses south very soon.  So if I’m MIA for a week, you’ll know why. 

---- Finally there’s some great articles about the GC&S, Wally Hennessey, Clare & Mike MacDonald and PEI racing in this month’s Canadian Sportsman magazine.  Check it out.  

And that’s it Sportsfans – good luck and good racing.

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

