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Summerside Raceway was the major subject of my emails this past week.  You’ll recall it was part of the deal when the CDP Racino announcement was made. The western track was also to get an investment of $15 mill or thereabouts.  The project never launched though - basically because the Binns government wouldn’t meet the exorbitant financial demands from the town of Summerside.  The delay in negotiations also prompted a downsizing of the proposal, due to the lackluster Racino results.  This was unacceptable to some horsemen, as they made clear to all parties during the spring election campaign.  Certain Liberal candidates, seeing a political advantage, gave private & public assurances to Western area horsemen, that they would take care of SRW.  BUT - now the spit has hit the fan so to speak.  A 3-man committee from the Prince Count Horsemen’s Club, operators of the track, recently met with a number of the western MLAs as well as Mr. Ghiz’s chief of Staff, Chris LeClair.  Their mission had a number of purposes i.e. to remind their elected representatives of the Grits pre-election commitments to SRW and to indicate to them that they and many Liberal supporters from the region were not prepared to have these commitments ignored.  They also wanted I’m told to ensure support for the Minister of Finance Wes Sheridan, when he brought the issue to caucus. Unfortunately things went awry and in fact, the Minister in a follow up meeting with the full board, contended that the committee had threatened the government and that they (the Liberals), didn’t like it. Things got a little hot from there on in and at least one director left the meeting rather abruptly.  Methinks though that the Government is hoist by its own petard.  Nobody forced them to make the commitments to SRW during the campaign, but since they did, why be surprised when folks expect them to keep their promises?

                     ---------------------------

The second part of the story and it’s much more upbeat, is that there might be a light at the end of the tunnel and no not the one the idiots wanted built under the track.  An industry insider says the town might be much easier to deal with this time round, because they want stuff (money) out of both the feds and the province.  So some folks say that if SRW horsemen are willing to put a little water in their wine, they may get a new grandstand after all.  However I hasten to add, not as originally planned, but perhaps $4-5 million could be found for a much smaller structure. Would this satisfy the horsemen?  Can a deal get done?   I have no idea.  Nobody seems to at this point.  In fact, the differing views on the SRW situation may be reflective of the government’s own uncertainty as how to deal with the issue.  Stay tuned, the fat lady has not yet sung.

                       ------------------

One thing I do know and industry sources have confirmed it, a guaranteed purse pool contract did not get negotiated over last winter, but the Ghiz government did agree to fund the current purse structure to the end of 07.  This certainly makes for some uncertainty as to the future.  Obviously as in the past, industry reps will have to sit down at the table with the responsible minister and negotiate a deal for 2008.  Question is – given the Racino results, will the government be willing to maintain the current  $2 million dollar purse pool?  Now there’s the rub.   I sense a fat lady somewhere who is yet to warble on this one as well.

                  ---------------------------

Next up is the CDPEC.  AND contrary to some opinions I don’t necessarily want anybody fired, I just think that the government needs to do some retooling.  Firstly, for anyone who cares to investigate, there are obvious difficulties with the working relationship between ALC and HRPEI. The Conservatives should have seen this coming and hired one CEO for the place from the get go.  Secondly the political interference every time someone complains to a minister about a policy decision at the track has to stop. Thirdly, the available promotional dollars have to be spent to attract new fans period, nothing else.  This is a PEI track not Ontario, stick to the basics and the target market. Even industry reps are starting to tell me that HRPEI needs new ideas and outside the box thinking geared to Islanders, in order to convince taxpayers that horse racing is viable.  You are not going to do it with numbers that show the purse envelope on any given night is often more than the live bet.  Want proof?  Here are some recent totals from the CDP.  

Oct. 11 - $7,887 

Oct. 13 - $13,184

Oct. 18 - $8,7887

Oct. 20 - $11,689 

You’ll find in every example purses exceeded the bet. Only new players can change those numbers. Case closed.

Quick Brushes

---- Bert Honkoop confirmed to me this past weekend that he had resigned as chairman of HRPEI.  The stated reason was that he felt the Minister should be able to pick his own candidate for the position.  Huh? Ok - but I’m surprised old friend you lasted as long as you did in a thankless job.  Now since you know where all the bodies are buried, maybe Mr. Sheridan should hire you as a consultant.

---- You’ll recall a couple of weeks ago I told you Mitch Murphy was rumored to be heading for a job with HRPEI.  He says not so – others claim his name is still on the list.  Have to wait on that fat lady again.

---- I think Darren Trainor is blackmailing Mark Ford.  Last year the celebrated NJ based trainer ‘gave’ him and fiancée Sherry Feehan Selena Star, who’s been in the money all this fall at the CDP.   Now he’s sent him the 3 YO The Panderosa gelding Richards Thunder who Tony MacDonald qualified last Friday at Flamboro in 2:00.3.  Like Darren says one man’s garbage might be a poor man’s gold.  Good luck pal.

---- Robert Gordon’s 2 YO filly Elm Grove Camlady finished 5th Friday night in her $23K elimination of the 3 Diamonds Stake at Woodbine.  She drew post eight for the $660 thousand plus final which goes Oct. 27.

And – thanks to our Artful Dodger, Jerry McCabe, here are some Fastlane Oct. 1-7 winners.

Chewy Gross 1:53.4 
Whitesand Mirage 1:51.2 Chester Tr-Dave Pinkney Jr. Owner-Ian Smith

Snoopmattydog 1:52.4 Georgian Dr-Paul Mackenzie Owner: Charles E Maclennan, Blair Maclauchlan. 
Fern Hill Rose, 1:58.2 Flamboro Dr-Paul Mackenzie 

Huge Success 1:57.2 Flamboro Dr-Robert Shepherd Tr-G.Dunn Owner: Eric M Johnston.
Bear Island Tyler 1:55.4 Flamboro Tr/Dr-Danny O'Brian Owner: Gerald A & Roy S Goodine. 

Kettle Point 1:54.1 Flamboro Tr/Dr-Paul MacKenzie Owner: Walter J Simmons-Terry A Gallant.
Starring Role 2:00.1 Tr/Dr-J.Campbell Owner: William E Andrew-Dan F Sifert.
Dunmore TCB 2:00.1 Rideau Carleton Tr/Dr-Gary McDonald Owner: Carl R Bagnall. 

Newton Angus 1:52.2 owner: Jim Macphail, Darcy Murphy.  

Clay Henry 1/1Q 1:52 Mohawk Tr-Alan MacDonald, Owner: Hopedale Holdings Ltd.
Copper Color 1:53.2 ($14,000) Dr-Wally Hennessey 
Membership 1:58.4 Tr/Dr-Steve Mahar Owner-Dwight Lamkey, NB 

Ram Buster 1:56.2 Flamboro Tr/Dr-Paul MacKenzie Owner: Walter J Simmons.  
Dusty Lane Buster 2:00.2 ($3750) Dr-Drew Campbell Tr-Galen Dempsey Owner-Joe Lindsay.

Finally - thanks for all the emails, calls and messages – we’re grateful for your interest and support of the column.  As for the loons: well in every walk of life there are always those who are so crippled mentally & emotionally and their life gone so far awry, they can only feel good by trying to bring others down.  They are more to be pitied than despised.

Comments/Questions? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

