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UPEI’s Prof. Peter McKenna wrote quite a letter this past week to the editor of an Island paper, regarding New Brunswick’s gambling policy.  He contends that the province has pulled the plug on racing there, giving it only a million bucks to cover the  purse pool over the next few years, while PEI is subsidizing the sport to the tune of $3 million annually.  McKenna also claims the PEI  Racino results convinced the Graham government the Island’s deal with Atlantic Lotto was flawed, so they opted to go with the private sector instead.  He also wanted to know when the Ghiz government would privatize the CDPEC? The prof’s anti-gambling stance is usually ignored by Islanders but he may be right about one thing.  It might just be time to consider privatization.  I’ve always been opposed to this, mainly because of the  failure to maintain adequate racing facilities and market the sport at a number of owner - operated, cash rich Ontario racinos.  However, with the proper safeguards in the granting of the license it might work on the Island.  One thing is certain - privatization would take away the security of the taxpayer’s buck.  Investors demand a ROI and if you don’t produce, they find someone who will.

                                   ------------------------------------
The Prof’s letter comes at a time when we’ve been getting considerable feedback from PEI industry leaders.  They’re concerned as to how long taxpayer will be content to support relatively empty grandstands, a less than adequate bet and a purse pool in excess of $2 million dollars annually.  Some muse that stronger hands are needed on the HRPEI board, while a government minister admits that just by talking to average horsemen at the track, one can see there should be changes. As for Atlantic Lotto, one long time fan called us this week to reiterate again, what you will hear from many horsemen.  Rightly or wrongly, it is the general opinion that ALC cares nothing about PEI harness racing, period.  

                       ------------------------------------------------

In a recent conversation, another owner was very blunt.  He says the CDPEC does little to encourage people at the TOP to bet and – incredibly - closes the place down after the last live race, even though the simulcast is still on. He pointed out that with a standing reservation system in place for some ( a select few), it’s almost impossible to take a visitor for a meal and an introduction to the sport unless you’re with the “In Crowd” (not my italics).  He then goes on to say, “ I don’t believe anyone at the CDPEC links horse racing with betting.  They think purse money comes from the purse fairy. Seems at Charlottetown they are more concerned with the comfort and needs of the ‘in crowd' who go to the races to be seen and don't want to mix with the great unwashed.”

Not nice - and the tendency now will be to shoot the messenger (your humble correspondent), but it doesn’t negate the fact people are speaking out.

To be continued……

                                        ------------------------------

Meridian Farms and Dr. Ian Moore, representing the ownership group, have agreed that Astronomical the richest horse ever foaled on Maritime soil will begin his stud career in 2008 at the farm in Milton. Bill Andrew tells us his fee will be $1500 and the standard loyalty discount of $250 per live foal will apply.  This is a great horse with a mark of 1:50 flat, that Mike MacDonald called ‘ a Ferrari’ when he drove him to 2 wins (1:50.2 & 1:51.4) last May in Montreal.  The winner of $723,978 lifetime thus far in his career, the horse has had 28 wins in 93 starts.  He was for a time this summer holder of the world record for free-legged pacers, since beaten by Zootka’s 1:49.3 effort at Kawartha Downs.  This will be a welcome addition to the Maritime stud ranks and a very astute move by Doc Moore.  Plans are for the horse to do double duty in 2008 as he will also return to the racing wars.  He’ll no doubt attract some of the top mares available (whose foals will race in 2011), while Moore ,with a farm just down the road, will continue to prep him for next years battles. 

                     ---------------------------------------

Quick Brushes

---- You’re going to love this – Hughie Graham calls me up, says Ralph Annear’s just sick to his stomach.  So like an idiot I’m all concerned and ask him what’s wrong?  Hughie says Annear sold Maple Leaf Noble, Maple Leaf Opal and Island Faith to US interests but with the dollar the way it is, he’s crying it cost him money. Badabing! Badaboom!  Good one pal.  I damn near broke my neck when I fell out of the chair laughing. 

---- This could be fun if it works out.  There’s been a long standing rivalry between Ambyr MacPhee and her Shy Boy Hershey horse and Nick Oakes owner of Township Blazeaway.  Now Nick has thrown down the gauntlet and challenged Ambyr to a match race on a Saturday morning at the CDP.  Good idea, but make it in the afternoon before the races, maybe draw some needed fans and help the bet too.

---- Been watching Pompano a little bit more now that Mike MacDonald’s moved down there. Bruce Ranger is the top gun for the fall meet with 51 wins in 197 starts and an eye - popping UDRS of .415.  Wally Hennessey’s not far behind; 171 starts – 37 wins, good for a .392 batting average.  

---- So there I was last week telling you about that Matinee Track Project filly Natures Path, that was prepped for the Classic Sale by the Morell 4-H Club.  Is this serendipity or what? – Saturday she wins for Cindy & Kenny MacDonald in 2:05.4.  Congrats guys and to the 4-Hrs who follow her.

---- I hear the boys out in the country aren’t too happy with racing once a week through the end of January at the CDP, rather that twice a week till the end of December.  Hard for them to keep trucking, only getting in every couple of weeks, so the  current schedule favors the guys stabled at the track. ‘Twas ever so, despite the fact that the majority of horses are based outside of Charlottetown.

---- John Hawco tells me the folks racing at North Sydney are really pleased with the year they had at the new track.  He say they’re looking forward to bigger and better things for next year.  And that’s something Sydney area horsemen have not been able to say for a long time.

                                ------------------------------------------

Now from the Artful Dodger (Jerry McCabe) more of November’s Fastlane winners:

Fight To Win 2p1/1 2:04, Western Fair, TR/Dr W. McNeil Owner: Saulsbrook Stables Inc, Norman G Hall, Natan Schlachet  
Real Jenna 2:01.2 Western Fair  Tr/ Owner - W. Allan McNeil

Hilo 1:53.4, Montreal, Owner: Paul M Gray

Zooka 1:52.1 Border City Pacing Series-Leg 2 Windsor  
Howmac Jillian 1:59.4, Western Fair Dr-Brad Forward Tr-Ian Downey Owner: Melvin F Willis
The Tominator 1:55 Northlands Owner: Norman L Kennedy
Fern Hill Rose 1:55.3, Flamboro Dr-Paul MacKenzie 

Lucky Dealer 1:56.2, Rideau Carleton,  Tr/Dr-John MacDonald Owner: John M Breau

I’m all in – all done, catch you on the turns.
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