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Much to the dismay of our critics we’re sure (unohoour), a story quoting Finance Minister Wes Sheridan carried on the Canadian Press wire service Saturday indicates that we were right on as regards our Summerside Raceway report of last week. Quite frankly, it was hard to imagine that any government would let last year’s huge investment - spent on the new racing surface by the Tories - simply go down the drain anyway.  More good news hopefully - I hear there’s a possibility that a federal program, through the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA), might make funds available to rehabilitate the SRW stable area. Folks in Summerside tell me that there may also be some political developments in the legislature this week, as to the status of the track’s grandstand project, so watch for that as well.

                  ----------------------

Ralph Annear confirmed to us this past weekend that the much-rumored sale of his prize trotter Maple Leaf Noble was finally a fait accompli.  The veteran Montague horsemen admitted to some sadness over the sale, especially with regards to his co-owner and grandson Jack Panting.  Certainly they can have no regrets though with the run they had with Noble –$75K plus in earning for the homebred and 31 wins & 2 thirds over 33 starts - not to mention his full recovery from that sliced tendon at the end of his 3 YO season.  By the time you read this Chuckie Symes will be taking him south of the border along with Pictonian Wayvue, whose sale Clare MacDonald arranged on behalf of Carl MacKenzie

                            -----------------

Jonah Moase the 10 year old son of ‘claiming king’ Neil Moase had the chest stuck out pretty far I’m told, as both his horses came home winners on the final card of the year at SRW.  In the 7th his Forever Famous was a winner in 2:00.2 and then in the 9th, Race Me Volcano pulled a huge upset in 2:02.1, paying $25.50 to win.  Way to go Jonah, nice to see the younger generation making their mark. 

                 -----------------------

Donna Hickox has passed along further word on the David Rose Benefit. For info etc. you can contact one of the following people, Cathy Chappell 367- 0284 - Mary Jo Lund 628- 8879 - Janie MacKay 886- 2173 - Allison Montgomery 855- 2223 cell 303-0265 or Donna herself – 964- 2925.  All in area code 902 of course.  Most will be reachable after 7 PM and they are still looking for all kinds of items for the auction.  Some of the Island’s top drivers are offering their services for the cause and prize tickets as well as gift certificates are available from these fine ladies, who always step up when needed. Some serious bragging is going on with regards to the challenge hockey game, between the PEI horsefolks and their counterparts from the N.S. tracks. Truro’s Harvey Timmons is already doing a little trash talking with help from Cape Breton’s Greg ‘Gunner’ Bailey and there’ll probably be lots more leading up to the game. 
                           ------------------------

Northlands Track announcer Shannon ‘ The Sugar Man’ Doyle was kind enough to send along some news from out west this week, including a nice write up about O’Leary’s Lou MacMillan, Kevin’s son.  He’s the lead hand for Gerry Hudon’s stable and will join the driving ranks next year.  Nova Scotia native Shawn Worthen has set up shop in Saskatchewan. He has a house on 10 acres there and is building paddocks and a training track. Two other NS natives are in the news at Northlands.  Joe Ratchford is currently one of the hottest trainers on the circuit early in the fall meet and Fred Gillis is his regular pilot.  Sugar also reports that Mark Bradley is among the top 5 in driving wins this past month and John Chappell has been dominant in the Mares Open Pace with First Look - she won her 7th straight in that class this week. Thanks Pal.

Quick Brushes:

---- Big night for Wally Hennessey Saturday as he was in the winner’s circle 7 times during the Florida Breeders Super Finals night.  He won 4 of the stakes on the card and as well collected the $100K super bonus as he guided the unbeaten 2 YO pacing filly Alice Springs to her 11th straight victory.  Hennessey also won the richest stake of the evening the $82,500 2 YO colt final with Alligator Alley.  His other stake victories came in the 3 YO Trot and Pacing finals for colts with Ace MacTavish and Blake Island respectively - not a bad night at the office for the Hall of Famer.

---- And sadly, we have to add this note to our online version of Horsetalk.  Learned early Monday A.M. from my brother Shane that the Patriarch of the clan veteran horseman Joe Hennessey had passed away at age 82 - our condolences to the family.

---- Caught the MacDonald boys in action against each other on the dish from Woodbine Friday night.  Mark overtook Tony and Marvin Seelster in the stretch with Coris Lucky Guy, winning in 1:50.4.  Betcha the ol’ Fiddler’s chest was stuck out a mile.

----- Speaking of which, Woodbine recently released their latest stats showing Mark as their leading driver with 235 wins to Jody Jamieson’s 221.  In fairness though I should point out that in overall wins, Jody has 346 victories to Macdonald’s 273, as of this writing, but both are overshadowed by Quebec’s Sylvain Filion who leads the country with 435.  Filion also has the best batting average (UDRS) for drivers with over 1000 starts at .390.

---- On an ironic note, given the talk about the closure of SRW, a number of race fans took the opportunity to email me the winner’s name on the last card of the season at the track.  It was the aptly named Done Like A Dinner. Owned by Ryan Ellis of Brookfield N.S. she was a winner in 1:57.3.  

---- A reminder again of Friday’s mixed sale at Earl Watts’s training center. There’s both racing and breeding stock up for grabs at the auction.

---- Speaking of sales - wanted to remind you of the Noye Stables web site and their popular buy/sell board.  You can access it here - http://noyestables.com 

---- This is the week as well that the meeting was supposedly scheduled to announce changes at the CDPEC.  It will be interesting to see what comes out of that, or if it happens at all.  ‘Tis said government reps (Finance Department?) were to meet with Atlantic Lotto first, but I’m told that little tete a tete has yet to happen.

                           -----------------------

Finally, more October winners from The Dodger - Jerry McCabe and his Fastlane Notes:

J K Down, 1:58.4, Flamboro Tr-Ian Downey Owner: Downey Stables. 
Woodmere Flyn Ryan 1:59.1, Scarborough Tr/Dr-Mike Downey
Black Cat Bone, 1:52.4, Chester

J J Gladiator 1:57, Georgian, Owner: Dan Belliveau, Ben Wallace. 
Hussy Chaser, Kawartha. 
Ram Buster, Flamboro, Tr./Dr-Paul MacKenzie, owner Walter J Simmons.
Arterosa, Harrington, Owners: Kalman S Liebowitz, E S Scarff 
Channel Six, 1:58.1, Harrington
Huge Success, 1:58, Flamboro, Dr-Robert Shepherd Tr-G.Dunn Owner: Eric M Johnston. 
 Dunmore Tcb, 2:02.2, Tr-Gary McDonald Owner: Carl R Bagnall. 
Molsam I Am, 1:56, Yonkers
Iclondonicpance, 1:58.2, Montreal Tr/Dr-Marcel Barrieau Owner: F Ian Smith. 
Lucky Dealer, 1:56.2, RCR, Tr/Dr-John MacDonald Owner: John Breau. 
Clinton Debriefed, 1:52.2, Chester.
Baby Of Blue Moon, 2:00.2 Bangor, Owner/Tr-Galen Dempsey
Cams Man NZ, 2:02.1, Bangor, Tr/Dr-Mike Downey 

And just as I was sending this to Maritime Classics got a tip from a friend in Saint John that the big meeting called there for tomorrow at EPR had to do with the news Quebec’s Attractions Hippique would be taking over the operation in the NB port city.  AH which owns and operates all the racetracks in Quebec has become a major player on the Harness Racing scene and has just completed a $38 million dollar renovation at their Three Rivers plant with an even larger investment planned for Quebec City.   There are also plans to move the Montreal track to a completely new facility north off the island north to Laval.  My source also says that this move has to be part of the NB government’s gambling strategy and expects a racino with either VLTs or Slots to have been part of the deal.  Reports indicate a new grandstand, lighting and racing surface are also presumed to be part of the new EPR. 

That’s it Sportsfans ---- catch you on the turns.

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

