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Understandably horsemen in New Brunswick are disappointed that the Graham Liberals did not offer more direct support for the harness racing industry in their recent gaming policy statement and obviously EPR, with its pre-emptive announcement of new facility plans, was caught off guard. The Government has seemingly downplayed the racino option, as the Lotteries Commission, even in its’ Request For Proposals, is stipulating a casino complex. It may be the NB government viewed the results in PEI and Ontario as cautionary tales. On the Island the province is still financing the purse pool and there has been no significant growth in the bet, or the fan base.  Meanwhile in Ontario, while the industry is awash in cash (Sudbury October 31st,  $60K in purses -$2,000 live handle), the bet is down over $85 million so far this year.  Obviously the idea of using racinos as a means to help the industry rebuild its fan base is not succeeding under the present circumstances.  In both cases unfortunately, it’s a leadership issue - an unwillingness to accept change and the inability to think outside the box. Plus of course there has long been the tendency amongst many of the PEI industry elite to view the Ontario model as the way to go.  ‘Fraid not.

               -----------------------------

A key question of importance to PEI is where will the new complex be located?  My money is on Moncton as the stats show it is the fastest growing city in the country east of Toronto and the largest metro center in NB. No matter where it goes though, there are huge implications for the PEI tourist industry and the CDPEC.  Plans call for a casino complex with 400-800 slots and 12 gaming tables, making it about the size of the Halifax facility.  Given that the experts say that success will depend on 50% of the patrons coming from outside the immediate area, the ante in the chase for the tourist & gaming dollar has just been raised big time.  New Brunswick’s Provincial Treasurer Vic Boudreau says they expect to be operational within 24 months, so that is the Island’s lead-time before the balloon goes up.  One hopes that the promotional experts within government and the CDPEC/HRPEI are paying attention – this is going to get interesting.

                           ---------------------

 It’s possible the recent announcement in NB is also going to cast a further pall over the hoped for development at SRW.  Competing against a racino at EPR is one thing - a casino complex along the lines of Halifax is quite another.  SRW could get lost in the shuffle, as money and resources are concentrated at the CDPEC to prepare for the stiff competition they will soon be facing

                      -----------------------

Some Islanders were busy at the Harrisburg Sale including:

Dr. Ian Moore

BEXLEY HANOVER
B c The Panderosa - Barby's Makentrax - $25K

BOSWELL HANOVER
b c Astreos - Brooke Haley - $25,000

Ian Smith

PARTURNO
b c Artiscape – Penn Grad, $12,000

NF LIMELIGHT (YRL) (Weanling)
b f Blissfull Hall - Lady Lawrence, $3,000

Earl Watts

HIDE N MCSEEK
b f Mcardle - Armbro Vamoose  - $9,000

Leith Waite

JK CASABLANCA (Racehorses)
br f Cam's Card Shark - J K Empress, $20,000
CR SUPER SWEEP (Racehorses)
b f CR Commando - Superior Sweep Two, $11,000
Ronnie Gass

PINE MELODY (Broodmare)
b f Lindy Lane - Pine Song, $4,500
Louis McIsaac

RICH DREAMS (Broodmare)
b f Dream Vacation - Bonfire Hanover, $5,000

BUSTAMOVE HANOVER

B f The Panderosa - Boodle Hanover, $7,000

The purchaser on this one is listed as being one Michael Currie from Cardigan PEI.  One would assume the MLA, now relieved of his onerous ministerial duties, has decided to get back in the game.  But has he asked his boss?  I’m told she depends on him mightily. LOL!

                                        -----------------------

Quick Brushes:

---- Now that the stakes are over you can look for Ralph Annear’s fillies Maple Leaf Opal and Island Faith to be up for sale.  At least that was the plan last time we spoke.  Seems to me that Opal should be a candidate for 3YO Trotter of the Year honors but then again, when you hand out awards based on popularity rather than merit anything can happen. 

----- Ken St. John reports that legendary Sackville Downs announcer Scotty Kane is in the hospital and not in very good shape.  There’ll be a day in his honor at Truro on November 18th including a race,  cooler presentation and an auction at the Truro Horsemen’s Club.  Ken’s looking for all kinds of help and if you’d like to bid or donate 902-499-3445.

---- No details at press time, but Bill Andrew says  there may soon be a new stud at Meridian Farms East in Milton PEI.

---- Provincial Treasurer Wes Sheridan in response to a question on gaming in the legislature quote -  “So one of the priorities that I felt was very important is that we look at a full gaming strategy when I first took office. I have taken into consideration what a gaming strategy should look like. I did strike a working committee. We are now in the process of looking at what we can do in regards to putting the strategy together. I’ve given them the time line of having this report ready for us to table here in the Legislature in the spring sitting.”  - end of quote.

Ahh, Sir?  It’s a little late in the day.  You have a $25 million dollar complex at the CDP, no purse pool deal for 2008 and some heavy-duty competition coming down the pike.  Plus SRW horsemen are still waiting to hear about their project.  Maybe you should just get to it and forget the working committee stuff - Ya think?

            ----------------------------------------- 

And now the final October Fastlane winners of interest from our Artful Dodger Jerry McCabe:

Driven To Win 1:51.2 Pocono 

 J K Down 1:59.1 Flamboro Tr-Ian Downey Owner: Downey Stables
Lombo Skyrider A 1:56.3 Flamboro Tr/Dr-Danny Gillis 
Camdoras Box 1:56.4 Hiawatha Tr/Owner: William McNeil
Catch The Joy 1:59 Kawartha Owner: Murray L Brethour,- Estate Dr Thomas L MacMaster,- Timothy J Kraft
Cams Man NZ 2:01.1 Bangor Tr/Dr-Mike Downey
Ima Little Beauty 2:03 Bangor Owner/Tr-Averil Hunter,NB
Sheworeayellowribn 1:59.2 Bangor Dr/-Dan Dickison Tr-Don Dickison also Owners
Kettle Point 1:55.3 Flamboro
Starring Role 1:57.3 Northland Dr/-John Chappell Tr-J. Campbell Owner: William E Andrew-Dan F Sifert 
Hillbillyblues 1:57 Northlands Dr-John Chappell Tr-J.Campbell Owner: William E Andrew
Impeccable1:52.3 Woodbine Dr-Jody Jamieson Tr-Dr Ian Moore Owner: Dr Ian Moore William A Shearer-R G McGroup Ltd, B-David F Smith
Lombo Skyrider A 1:55.2 Flamboro Tr/Dr-Danny Gillis
Victory Creed 1:57.1 Northlands Tr/Dr-J.Campbell Owner: William E Andrew-George J Rogers-Jim  Macphail
Clinton Debriefed 152.3 Chester 
Channel Six 1:55.3 
Noble Tess 1:50.3 
Scotian Delight 1:57 Kawartha  Owner: E Stephen Scarff, Turnkey Stables
Howmac Jillian 1:57.3 Western Fair Dr-Brad Forward Tr-Ian Downey Owner: Melvin F Willis
J K Down 2:00.4 Flamboro Tr-Ian Downey Owner: Downey Stables 
Charlottes Beau 1:58.3 ($4300) Flamboro Dr-Paul MacKenzie Tr-Ian Downey Owner: Downey Stables. 

That’s it – That’s all – catch you on the turns.

Questions/ Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca
