            Scott Bell Trained Feelin Friskie Wins $500K NJ Classic 
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Charlottetown’s Scott Bell, who won last years Gold Cup & Saucer with Driven To Win, grabbed the brass ring again last Saturday night. You could write a book (and produce a movie) with this story. Small town kid, who’s grandfather (Ike Moreside) was one of the real old timers of PEI racing, learns the ropes at home and then moves away to ply his trade. He ends up at the Mecca of harness racing in North America, the Meadowlands racetrack, a.k.a. the Big M.  The lad pays his dues, works with some top people and finally gets a break.  Brings a nice horse home last year, wins the Gold Cup & Saucer (with future Hall of Fame Driver Wally Hennessey) and earns some well-deserved recognition.  Then the scion of a famous Maritime racing family Wayne Whebby, sends him a nice 2-year-old and he does well with him in NJ.  This past Saturday night the horse, Feelin Friskie now 3, with Canadian Hall of Fame Driver John Campbell at the helm wins the $500,000 New Jersey Classic in a stake record time of 1:49.1. Could be an Oscar winning story I’d say. Congratulations to Scotty, Wayne and also Robert Laffin who laid the groundwork with the colt in NS.

                                 ----------------------------

Highlight of last weekend’s racing action on PEI was the five divisions of the Ruby Chappell stake for 3 YO fillies raced in Summerside on Sunday.   They went for $5200.00 each and New Brunswick horsemen led the way winning four of them.  Todd Trites & Gilles Barrieau captured 2 each and   the final division went to Nova Scotia’s Clare MacDonald.   Last year’s outstanding 2 YO filly Gordies Last Call continued her winning ways, taking the fastest of the 5 in a time of 1:59.3.  In other SRW news the City will not bend on the barns apparently and those in the way have to go.  To where is the question?  Coons Bros. are scheded to begin work on the new racing surface June 12.    Meanwhile, At the CDPEC Saturday night Boyd & Christine Leslie’s Star Style with Walter Cheverie up, won the featured pace in 1:55 flat.  This also set a season’s record as the fastest mile in the Maritimes this year.  Brian MacPhee had a driving triple on the program as well.

                             --------------------------------------------

Sydney’s Tartan Downs may not open this year and the blame for the deteriorating situation in Cape Breton lies squarely on the shoulders of the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission.  Among other things the track operator fired the manager, while continuing to do business, in direct contravention of the Commission’s orders and did not live up to their contract with the horsemen.  They also simulcast off site and failed to maintain the track as ordered to do so.  Finally it came to the point where they demanded the horsemen co-sign a bank loan for $150,000 and pay $20 dollars per qualifier or there would be no racing.  The MPHRC and its’ Director of Racing Dr. Paul Hogan have known for months that the track was in breach of the agreement and the rules, yet stood idly by and did nothing. A proposed meeting this week may be the horsemen’s last chance, as a party is interested in leasing the track.  Whatever happens, the MPHRC has much to answer for and not for the first time in its’ spotty history.

                              ------------------------------------------

Susan Whelan who heads the PEI Matinee tracks development project passes along word of a possible new initiative to aid aspiring young drivers in their quest for a license.  Seems if there is enough candidates, matinee starts might be sanctioned for qualifying drives to hasten the process.  If you’re interested you should contact Susan at:

MATINEE RACETRACK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

113-420 University Avenue

Charlottetown PE C1A 7Z5

902-894-6513 Fax 902-894-6514

And speaking of Matinee tracks here’s the Pinette winners from May 24,

Shalom Cooper, owner Kenny MacDonald, driver Trevor Hicken

Cape Breton Rose, owner B. Hanrahan, driver Raymond White

Dusty Lane Tiffany, owner/driver Wade Sorrie
Family Ties, owner Judy MacLeod, driver Jerry MacDougall

                                          -----------------------------------------

I want to send along my condolences to the family of Joe Kelly, who passed away last week.  Joe was a great friend & neighbor to my family, back in the day when my mom was left a young widow with 6 kids to raise on her own.  In later years, besides our mutual interest in harness racing, we also fought some political battles together.  It was a nice gesture on the part of the Premier to pay tribute to him in the legislature last week.  I’m going to miss Joe and our annual OHW chats.  He was one of the good guys.

                           ------------------------------------------------

Mike Ellsworth (PH Scrambler on the net) tells me that he’ll be showing the CDP’s race card of July 27, 1987 on Maritime Classics this week.  You can view it here http://maritimeclassics.8m.com .  Mike says you may have to hit the refresh button a couple of times to bring the page up.

                       ------------------------------------------------

The Mike MacDonald Stable and trainer Jamie Smith had a great 2 days at the opening of Rockingham Park in NH.   And in the process gave us a look at some GC&S possibilities.  Ed Mullinax’s Whosurboy set a new track record on Sat. of 1:49 with MacDonald in the bike, Copperfield G was 5th in that race timed in 1:51.3.  MacDonald & Blair Hansen’s Harmony P was a winner on the same card in 1:52.3.  The stable also had wins with Nonnas Cam, Upfront Rustler, It’s A Bonanza and Tricky Again.  Not to mention a solid mile from Lies The Truth (2nd, T, 1:52.4).  Plans at the moment call for at least 6 or 7 of the stable’s horses to make the trek Downeast for OHW.

                        -------------------------------------

The Stretch Run…. I hear the vastly improved Shop Drop And Roll has been sold and left after his race Saturday for Kawartha Downs….. ‘Tis said Allan Gaudet and Duane MacEachern turned a very nice profit on the deal.

At the risk of getting myself in trouble (again!)… rumors do persist that a well know Maritime horseman is making the move to PEI… even has the stalls booked at one of the local training centers I’m told….  Noticed too that a number of off Island horses are now being handled by local trainers at the CDPEC…. Had a call Sunday from a very pleased Scotty Bell, among other things he passed on the news that GC&S winner Driven To Win is injured and on the shelf right now… Finally, because I am a conspiracy freak, I think the SRW barn situation has a lot more to do with wanting to eliminate the backstretches there and at the CDPEC than anything else. Horse racing, barns and the smell of manure don’t attract visitors to the machines.  As well, it encourages more investment in training centers when you eliminate their competition. And if horsemen are going to have to spend a whole lot more on trucking, trailers etc., well hell that’s good for business too.  At least it appears that’s the thinking.

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

