              SRW annual meeting – No more bitchin’

                             WWW.  Horsetalk

                                        By

                                     Hal Hennessey    

The E-mail questions kept coming in about the Summerside racetrack this past week, so once again we went looking for answers from our sources.  First up: the story that various items that were the property of the track had been sold off to private purchasers.  That one is apparently true.  However, at the recent board meeting, the necessary documents were provided showing what had been sold.  The proceeds went into cash flow, but I don’t know if the board’s approval was sought before the sale.  Next up: yes, the government did provide a requested grant for infrastructure at the track this past year.  I’ve been told $25 thousand dollars, but this was not confirmed.  However, all financial details are available to members at the annual meeting, the first week of April.  Atlantic Lotto also confirmed to us, that the PEI Government has asked they prepare a business plan for Summerside, but the situation at the CDPEC has delayed it.  Then there is the matter of who gets paid what?  Contrary to some folks’ opinion, neither Ted Andrews nor the other directors receive any compensation for their services whatsoever.  Also, the directors are all up for re-election at this upcoming annual meeting, with the exception of Mr. Andrews.  This part is kind of weird.  Apparently the Chairman from the previous year automatically remains on the board as a director. The directors then select a new executive, from amongst themselves for the upcoming season.  Thus the outgoing chairman could retain his position.  In fact he could be in the job forever, if the board wished.  At any rate, there is that annual meeting the first week in April, with financial reports, elections etc.  So go to it and have your say about this or anything else that’s stuck in your craw.  I would also assume, like most general meetings, that as long as you have a mover and a seconder, you can bring any resolutions you want voted upon to the floor.  This meeting should end the bitching about the situation in Summerside, period!  AND, if you don’t go or don’t ask your questions or don’t speak your piece, then you have absolutely no right to ever complain again. 

                      ------------------------------------------------

PEI’s John MacDonald just recorded his 500th win at Ottawa’s Rideau Carlton Raceway this past week. John is coming off his best season in 2005 when he posted 172 wins and purse earnings of over $835,000.  Lifetime the 24-year-old reinsman is approaching 2.5 million in earnings and is considered one of the up and coming horsemen at the Ottawa oval.  Grandmother Lillian MacDonald would be proud, as I see photos of her racing family surrounding her bedside, when I go to visit my mother-in-law at their nursing home in Charlottetown.  Lillian’s an avid race fan and can be seen often at the track, catching the action during the CDP season. Best wishes to her and congrats to John.

                       ---------------------------------------

Speaking of regional horsemen doing well, these numbers are last week’s, but will serve the purpose.  Four drivers from Atlantic Canada are on the top ten winner’s list.  Mark MacDonald (143) leads, Newfoundland’s Brad Forward (87) is second and has just shifted his operations to Flamboro from Windsor.  Jody Jamieson (82) holds down the 3 hole while Paul MacKenzie (72) is in 6th.  As well, NB native Colin Johnson (72) is the country’s winningest trainer, while Truro’s Steve Morton (30) holds down the 9th spot on that list.  Morton’s feat is even more impressive given that he only races one card a week out of the NS track.  Johnson is also 5th on the money list with $358 K in purses earned, while Kevin McMaster is 9th with $318 thousand.  As far as the top percentage driver’s go, the Maritimes have 3 in the top ten.  Danny Romo (.396) is third in the nation while Darren Crowe (.370) and Todd Trites (.369) are 6 and 7 respectively.  These are all relatively young drivers, some of whom had to leave home to make a living.  So much talent - yet for the most part, Maritime tracks can’t draw flies to watch them perform.  These guys and others like them are paying the price for the lack of foresight by industry leaders in the past.

            ----------------------------------------------

The Stretch Run… Gold Cup & Saucer talk is already starting to surface… had a call from Scotty Bell this week… Folks talking to him about a 2-peat…he also tells me the various MacDonalds and Jamie Smith finally sent Darren Trainor home from Ont… too much of a good thing I guess eh Silly? … And speaking of that, folks on the web are speculating Tony may be the next MacDonald on the Woodbine circuit… His year is off to a good start… UDR/batting average of .298 and 3rd in the driver standings at Georgian Downs…. And since this seems to be a driver’s report card kind of column… no stats yet, but I hear Robert Shepherd is doing well after a move from Alberta to Ontario… Looks like we were right about NB shying away from the racino question again… now they’ll release a study paper for discussion…. And you know how long that will take… Couple of St. Patrick’s Day notes…. Jimmy Doherty finished 2nd in the annual Monticello pace for driver’s of Irish extraction… and the Grand Marshall of New York’s St. Patrick’s Day parade… the world’s largest, was a horseman…  Timothy C. Rooney… He’s president of Yonkers Raceway and owner of Maryland’s Shamrock Farms….  Speaking of Irishmen, Shannon (Sugar) Doyle checked in with some notes from Northlands… he met up with Islanders Rory Shaw and Trevor Richards this past week…Both are working with local trainers out there… Doyle says top stables in Alberta are looking for Maritime help… More recognition of the talent and quality of our horse people… Sugar, Mark Bradley, Shawn Worthen, Terry Grant and John Chappell were all at the ASHA awards banquet Saturday night… The Chappell driven Dudes Leaving Town, was 05’s Four YO of the Year…. The Ontario Harness Horse Association’s membership has reportedly dropped by 32%, since some tracks started revolting and formed their own organizations… Truro has a great claiming series going… crowd and bet’s up etc… others could learn from them… and a tip o’ the whip to the sponsors RMD Refrigeration… BTW I’m told that SRW will definitely be ready for the May start-up… Like Martha says, that’s a good thing, (ask your wife/girlfriend what that means)… Fastlane Notes… Osprey Ridge (David Carmichael), 1:56.2… Too Too Breeze, (Shawn Murphy), 1:58.1… Muller Seelster, (Reg Petipas) 2:07.1… Red Leaf Cocktail (Berry & Saumure) 1:57.1… Primetime Bobcat 1:51.1, (finally!)… Chewy Gross 1:52.1… and I see Ian Smith’s Pownal Bay Matt was 3rd at the Big M, timed in 1:52.2 in the Matts Scooter Pacing Series… That’s it… catch you on the turns.
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