        New Track at SRW - New Machines at CDPEC 

                           WWW. Horsetalk

                                    By

                                Hal Hennessey          

The talk at Island tracks this past weekend had more to do with new initiatives and dismal weather than good racing.  The CDPEC was forced to cancel Saturday’s card after 4 dashes, as was SRW Sunday. Kudos to Brian MacPhee who stood up for his peers and the horses Sat. night at the CDP by insisting to the judges that the track was too dangerous.  The western oval rescheduled its’ final card for yesterday (Tuesday).  The great old veteran Basin View Albert (age 10) won the $2,000 feature with a mile in 1:59.2.  Also noticed Leigh Jewell’s Evie McBeal had the second fastest mile on the card and beat the boys in 1:59.3.  ALC tells me that sixteen of the VLTs were replaced a week ago Monday at the Racino. The new slot type machines have reel games of a nickel, quarter or dollar denomination. Another 16 were scheduled to be added this past Tuesday.  And a government contact has confirmed that the work on the redesigned SRW racetrack will begin right away.  The Coons Bros. Euro design will feature 65-ft. wide turns and homestretch and will have a backstretch 52-ft. in width.   

                                               -----------------------------

Some important GC&S dates are coming up.  Remember, you can check out the CDPEC’s website for all the details here http://www.cdpec.ca.

Until June 17, when you purchase a dinner buffet or harness racing SuperPack at the Top of the Park, you’ll receive a ballot. Same thing until June 16, if you call the TOP for reservations (902-620-4264) or submit a request through the website.  A draw of these ballots will decide who gets a table in the restaurant for the GC&S.  Seating for the grandstand area will be on a first come, first served basis, starting June 15th.  You can drop into the HRPEI office (opens at 8 am) or call 902-629-6636. There are 212 seats available.  The track is also considering a VIP tent in the homestretch parking area, for 300 or so people, much like the tent at the Little Brown Jug.  So that handles all the VIPs and some other lucky folks.  For the rest of us peons, it’ll be beer and a seat on the cooler.

                                          --------------------------------------------

Scott Bell, in winning the NJ Classic with Feeling Friskie last week, joined a very select group of Maritime natives who have trained or driven winners of a $500K plus event.   They include in no particular order: 
Jimmy Doherty - Pitt Boy 

Jimmy Dohery - Fool's Goal 
Fred Grant- Markim's Pride 

Harry Poulton - Matt's Scooter 

Harry Poulton - On The Road Again
Lofty Bruce - Robust Hanover
Raz MacKenzie - Wesgate Crown 
Credit Jerry McCabe (The Artful Dodger) for the research, I just steal it.

                                          ---------------------------------------

You’ll recall last week that we mentioned the possibility of a move by a well-known Maritime horseman to PEI.  This week a NB industry association contact gave us a copy of a letter sent to Premier Lord and cc’d to cabinet ministers Volpe and Alward, asking them to consider a subsidy to NB Harness Racing.  As part of his argument the writer alleges that, “ Gilles Barrieau, the leading driver in the Maritimes for the last decade is contemplating a future move to PEI.”  I would have sought confirmation from Barrieau himself, but the last time I did that, my wife and I were subjected to some nasty personal e-mail attacks.  One of his fans took umbrage that I would dare to ask the O’Brien winner such a question.  So in the case of this letter, I’ll just speculate that the writer is close enough to the situation and should know.  LOL.

                        ----------------------------------------------


Final list of PEI 2s In Training:

Ron Matheson Stable, Charlottetown
Seawind Herby, C, Arcane Hanover-Hey Girl
Fletcher Seelster, C, Camluck-Falcon Sight
Hustler Hall, C, Blissfull Hall-Molychiko
Whispering Hope, F, Drop Off-Blue Meadow Nancy
Olivia Hall, F, Blissfull Hall-Original Artist
Invincible, F, Presidential Ball-Thruway Hershey
Drop Milton, F, Drop Off-Well Travelled
Quick Philip, F, Quick Comeback-Cadou
Rivervue Raceon, F, Rayson Hanover-Rivervue Skye
Berts Goldie, F, Western Success-C Ls Goldie

Ernie Smith Stable, Rocky Point
Handee Cane, F, Arcane Hanover-Handee Hanover


Wendall Shaw Stable, S’side
Elm Grove Bronson, G, Lisryan-Elm Grove Lucent

Tom Weatherbie Stable, Ch’town
Cheers To Heather, F, Force Of Life-Charlotte Cheer
Abe Lives On, G, Sherwood Abe-Costalottadoe
Pats Golden Girl F, Armbro Herman-Pats Emerson

Sam Walsh Stable, Albany

Island Velvet, F, Force Of Life-Island Victoria


Wade Waugh Stable, S’side
Country Estate, h, Force Of Life-Donmar Rhea

Fred Paynter Stable, Stanley Bridge
Riverlee Raider, G, Force Of Life-Parmesan Hanover

Jeff Lilley Stable, Ch’town
Arcane Warrior, H, Arcane Hanover- Laundromatt


Danny MacDonald Stable, Ch’town
Drew, C, Force of Life - Royal Rage
Shea Moi, G, Nikes Image - Breeze Ahead


Don MacDougall Stable, Ch’town
Jj Gamble, G, Matts Scooter-Pan O War


Duane MacEachern Stable, Tyne Valley
Gotbud, C, Southview Matt - CLs Beauty

Todd Scott Stable, Ch’town
Putnums Pride, F, Justice Denied-Charlottes Reef


Vaughn Doyle Stable, Ch’town
Elwood Taylor, H, Matter Of Money-Entry System
A Son Named Sioux, H, Chill Factor-Silver Disk 

That’s all I have, if I’ve missed anyone e-mail me.

                            -------------------------------------------

Mike Ellsworth tells us his website this week will feature a replay of a CBC documentary on the struggles of harness racing.  I believe it features Truro Raceway and also Clare MacDonald. Good timing with a NS election underway.  More fodder for your questions to the politicians.  

Catch it here: http://maritimeclassics.8m.com, and remember sometimes you have to hit the refresh button a couple of times to bring it up.

                             ------------------------------------- 

Sunday, in what would be considered an upset at Inverness Clare MacDonald won the $23K ASS 3YO ‘A’ colt pace with her & Morah Kerr’s Super Sidney C.   Mile was in 2:00.2 on an off track.  Hardcore was 2nd Pictonian 1 3rd.

Same day in Truro trainer Rachel MacDonald, ably assisted by Kenny St. John (hahaha), sent out 4 winners. No mean feat at anytime, but especially in only your second year as a pro.  According to my figures, with a batting average of .378, this will put her on Canada’s top ten list for the first time. 

                                        ------------------------------

The Stretch Run… Gotta start with the homeboys…. Ian Smith’s Pownal Bay Matt was 3rd in a NJSS 3YO colt stake…. Purse was $72K plus and he was timed in 1:50.1… Ralph Annear qualified he and Jack Panting’s Maple Leaf Noble in Ch’town Sat. in the mud…. Mike MacDonald & Whosurboy were second to world record holder Primetime Bobcat in the $120K NH sweeps Sat…. 1:51.3 over a sloppy track…  Feelin Friskies’s next start is the 1.5 million Pepsi North American Cup elims Sat. at Woodbine…. I overlooked Mike MacGuigan’s 1st pari-mutuel win last week… Word is there are Ont. buyers in CB looking at Sydney… Folks are also wondering there where the $96K horsemen’s share of the Simulcast money from Tartan Downs is.

Some Fastlane Winners

Just Sassy (Bill Andrew) 1:55.1… Celebrant Hanover (Dan Belliveau) 1:55.3… PH Snuggler (K&S Developments) 1:56.3… Baby Of Blue Moon (Galen Dempsey) 1:59.1… Last Of Bella 1:54.3… Buddywhatshisname 1:59.2… Muzzysaprilshowers 1:56… Flaming Moe 1:57.1… And I’m outta time, news and racetrack… later.

Questions/Comments?  hal.al@sympatico.ca 

