             Islanders Go Head to Head in $175K NJSS
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                              Hal Hennessey

On the major league stake circuit: 

The $175,000 New Jersey Sires Stake Final was the 3rd race on the card at the Meadowlands last Saturday night.  Two Islanders faced each other, as trainer Scott Bell’s Feelin Friskie was 2nd favorite on the morning line and owner Ian Smith’s Pownal Bay Matt was 3rd.  But it was all for naught, favorite Artistic Fella won the race in a time of 1:49.1, Friskie 2nd, Matt 3rd. In other stake action Mark MacDonald and Western Shore qualified for the final of the $500K Hoosier Cup but finished 5th to Total Truth in 1:51. At Georgian Downs the $130K OSS Gold final, as we predicted, was won by Funny Bones.  Unspeakable, driven by Dr. Ian Moore, was never a factor and finished 9th.  

                             ------------------------------------

At the CDPEC Sat. night the excitement revolved around the 3 YO Maritime Breeders Finals and the Ladner Memorial elims.  In the Breeders trot final Brian MacPhee pulled a bit of an upset with Saulbrook Juan’s victory in 2:04.3.  Speaking of upsets, Hardcore handled favorite Pictonian One his 2nd defeat in 11 starts, in the 3YO pace.  Mile was in 1:56.2.  The filly final, as expected, saw favorite Gordies Last Call on top all the way in 1:58.4.  The two first legs of the Ladner had some decent times as Paperback returned to the wars for Tap Equities and Leith Orr winning in 1:55.4 with Boyd and Christine Leslie’s Star Style capturing his leg in 1:56.1.  Two more legs of the series are slated for next Saturday night, July 1st, while the final will race July 8th.

                         --------------------------------------------------------

The Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission recently began a round of barn searches that don’t really mean much.  Horsemen/women in the Maritimes require something other than barn searches.  A system is needed whereby they can be allowed to treat their own ill or injured horses, within a set of guidelines established by the racing commission.  Not only for reasons of cost, which sees many small time horsemen unable to handle the sometimes-hefty vet bills they face, but also because horses are subject to sudden swift instances of illness, when immediate action is required and a vet unavailable.  Barn searches look good publicity wise, but are really of little consequence.  It’s time the MPHRC devoted some thought and resources to developing a treatment format that really helps horsemen/women, while assuring the integrity of the sport. 

                         -----------------------------------------

As was announced this week SRW is on track.  Mr. Coon is satisfied with the progress to date and expects they will be ready for the July 3rd card and the Callbeck Stakes.  My sources also tell me that ALC and the provincial bureaucrats have prepared what is called a case analysis as ‘Advice to the Minister’, regarding SRW’s future, but no formal business plan as yet.  And no, they won’t tell me what is in the case analysis, but I’m working on finding out.

                                  --------------------------------------

Simulcasting the Maritime product is apparently not going to happen this year, despite recent assurance from some Maritime industry ‘spokespersons’.  PEI may be an exception, as HRPEI does want to broadcast their program to other parts of PEI according to Jeremy Pierce - maybe even throughout the Maritimes, as well as possibly further afield.  Discussions are underway with both Telephoto and the Atlantic Technology Center.  These folks are looking at cheaper alternatives than satellite and ATC has visited the CDPEC to look at the infrastructure available there.  I’m told as well that Telephoto is meeting with the track this week to present an option to them. I’m no great fan of all this technology and believe it has tremendously damaged live racing, but is a necessary evil.  Hopefully if the CDPEC card is broadcast to other Island locales, it will entice more folks to take in the live cards.

                                --------------------------------------------

Here’s the Matinee Track News

Pinette Raceway 
Wednesday June 28th is Kids Day at Pinette.  Everybody’s welcome.
Winners, June 21
Race 1: Maple Leaf Opal, d/o Ralph Annear, 2:22
Race 2: Camcoe Marley, d/o Wade Sorrie, 2:12
Race 3: Im A Pretty Girl, d/o Billy White, Time: 2:17
Race 4: Cocagnes Dream, o Stanley MacMillan, d Willie Murphy, 2:06
Race 5: Rosetown Rocket, o/d Glen Taylor, 2:05.2
Race 6: Lori, o Lester White, d Glen Taylor, Time: 2:12.4
Race 7: 1 Hawaiian Words, o John Clarey, d Willie Murphy, Time: 2:10


West Prince Horseman's Race, O'Leary, June 24th
Race 1: Gold And Chances, o Ryan DesRoche, d Philip DesRoche, 2:18
Race 2: Little York E D, o/d Johnny Doyle, 2:13
Race 3: Classic Sam, o/d Ivan MacMillan, 2:08.3
Race 4: Smokin Soprano o/d Clair Sweet, 2:12
Race 5: Positive Proof, o James Campbell, d Joey Campbell, 2:06.2

                             ---------------------------------


Neil Campbell’s Young Guns Drivers Challenge in Truro is a unique event in harness racing and for a long time was the only one of its kind.  Neil and his mother started it a few years ago in memory of their father and husband who was a firm believer in encouraging the sport’s younger generation.  The Challenge will celebrate its 4th anniversary this year.  Neil recently got in touch with us for assistance in publicizing the event.  It will take place during Truro’s Atlantic Grand Circuit Week July 23-30 and we’ll have more information for you as time goes by, both here and through other media outlets. 

                                         ------------------------------

Mike Ellsworth’s Maritime Classics is celebrating its 3rd anniversary with a video giveaway.  To participate in the draw Email maritimeclassics@hotmail.com.  This weeks show feature’s the SRW Governor’s Plate card from 2005.  You can view it at http://maritimeclassics.8m.com. 

                             --------------------------------------

The Stretch Run… The longest running FFA in the Maritimes, Fredericton’s Walter Dale has been cancelled July 1 due to lack of entries…. Folks are blaming the scheduling of PEI’s Ladner Memorial, which conflicted…. But that’s business…  they should look to their politicians lack of support to place the real blame… PEI’s John MacDonald had 5 winners at Rideau Friday night, betcha grandma Lillian is proud …  Lowell Stead’s Woodmere Rockette a winner at the Rock, 1:53.2… Mark MacDonald’s big horse American Ideal retired… owners say bone bruise… others say his less than stellar ‘06’ starts were lowering his stud value… We hear there may be an announcement on Sydney this week…. And is it true Inverness hasn’t issued the last month’s purse cheques? … As we predicted they’re talking about legislating mandatory 3 races per card for Maine-owned horses at state tracks … lots of trouble for Woodbine… teller’s on strike just before the Queen’s Plate, bet’s down, and they’re cutting purses…. Regulars say if the suits paid a little more attention to customer service etc. things wouldn’t be so bad … That’s it…  good luck and good racing.

Questions/Comments hal.al@sympatico.ca.

