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Some nice colts, a group of Maritimers and a Hall of Fame driver are poised to make history this coming weekend.  Last Saturday night John Campbell drove Feelin Friskie to a 1:49.4 win in his $50,000 elimination for the North American Cup.  Trained by PEI’s Scott Bell and owned by Wayne Whebby of Dartmouth Nova Scotia, the 3-year-old also had the fastest time of the 3 elimination heats.  There was a further Maritime flavor to the evening as Jody Jamieson drove Doonbeg to a win, thus qualifying him for the $1:5 million final as well.   Plus Dr. Ian Moore & partners’ Impeccable will also be there, since he finished 3rd to Dave Panlone in his division.  Should any of them win the Cup next Saturday night, to the best of my knowledge, that will be the largest purse every raced for and won by a Maritime owner, trainer or driver.  Rock N’ Roll boys, all the best

                           --------------------------------------------

 Can you believe the soap opera that SRW had become?  Imagine; with the budget approved for the Coon Bros. newly designed Euro style track - the contractor ready to go to work and the horsemen happy, Summerside officials were dragging their feet on the necessary permits.  Why? Because someone wanted the government to build them a tunnel under the track and a domed soccer pitch in the centerfield.  Additional cost to the taxpayer?  Only $600,000.  Unfrigginbelievable!  It’s surprising the government didn’t just walk away from the project.  To compound the silliness, this is apparently the work of one city employee and councilors claimed ignorance of the issue.   Which begs the question; why don’t elected officials know what is happening in their own city? Isn’t that why they’re in that position? Also - how could this happen at the last minute?  Was the person representing the track not talking to Summerside’s city council, and to the provincial government?  Why were they taken unawares?  That’s a question that begs for an answer.  A meeting Monday of the Summerside council, with horsemen in attendance solved this, but still?  Seems to me there was a lot of PPP going on here and more than one person to blame for the fiasco.  Even with the situation resolved quickly and positively, those responsible for this saga should be held accountable.

                                         --------------------------------

PEI has one of the finest half-mile tracks in North America at the CDPEC. Thus when there is a cancellation as on a recent Saturday night because of rain, concerns are raised about the track’s maintenance in general and its’ ability to handle this type of weather in particular. When asked about this recently GM Jeremy Pierce conceded that in hindsight the track should have remained closed the day in question. Instead it was opened to allow for jogging and training and thus the problem that evening. We also asked the GM about some practices that have become an issue for horsepeople with regards to the grooming of the track.  Pierce noted that because of the amount of work this past winter some short cuts were taken. However he was also quick to defend track maintenance man Randy Doyle, pointing out that Dan Coon is quoted as saying, “for the equipment that this man has at his disposal, he is one of the finer track operators that I’ve come across.”

                              ----------------------------------------------

Given Pierce’s remarks, the next step was to see what the backstretch had to say.  A source indicated that a committee of horsemen, including reps from the owners association, had met with management last week.  The issues that were addressed included the need for a better quality of rock dust and a regular application and grading schedule at the CDP.  These were agreed to and as well it was pointed out that a new tractor had been purchased and the bucket has been left off during track maintenance since it’s arrival.  Various other ways of caring for the racing surface before and during bad weather conditions were discussed and accepted by management as well.  The cancellation was not good, but as my source says spit happens and everybody should move on.  As I’ve said before, this is one slick piece of dirt and a real jewel of PEI racing.  It should be treasured.

                                   ----------------------------------

Cecil Ladner was a well-respected Charlottetown area horseman who passed away last year, not long after being named to the new HRPEI Board of Directors.  Fittingly the CDPEC has decided to name a new memorial pacing series after him.  It’s for horses and geldings 4 and up with two preliminary legs and a $5,000 added final on July 8th.  Nominations have to be in by June 21 at 10 a.m. and you can check at the race office for more details. 

                               ----------------------------------------

Don’t forget the TOP’s GC&S seating ballots can only be acquired until June 16 & 17.  Phone 902-620-4264 for the details. Seating for the grandstand area goes on sale June 15th.  You can drop into the HRPEI office (opens at 8 am) or call 902-629-6636

                                         --------------------------------

And on Sunday from high atop Northlands Park in Edmonton, Alberta, track announcer and the pride of Summerside PEI Shannon ‘Sugar’ Doyle checked in with this report: “Mark Bradley has just captured the Northlands Filly Pace in upset fashion aboard Outlawindependance. The purse was $175,000 and likely Mark's biggest win to date? He gave a perfect steer and squeezed up the rail late to win by a length over A Toast To You and Red Star Big Girl in rein to John Chappell. Also on the afternoon Chappell finished fourth in a Western Canada Pacing Derby Elimination with Muldoon and will be back to race him next week in the $175,000 final.” Thanks Sugar 

                                  ------------------------------

The Stretch Drive… apologies first of all to Rachel MacDonald…. As mentioned previously she has the batting average to be on the top 10 trainers’ list but sadly not enough starts as yet… The Davies Stable had a 4 bagger in St. John Saturday… always an accomplishment for a trainer… Speaking of which, Jamie Smith tops the money list at Rockingham… I’m told Heath Campbell was very disappointed last week… got the call to replace Jodie Jamieson on Primetime Bobcat at the Rock… was delayed by a traffic accident… Tioga Downs raced for the first time in 30 years Friday night, 6,000 fans on hand… Word is Ontario buyers are very interested in Sydney’s Tartan Downs…. Some Fastlane Notes of interest;

Mike MacDonald won Rockingham’s 1 1/8 Mountain Skipper $20K Final Sat with Sahara Hall… mile in 2:08.3… Southview Maverik 1:50.3…Eli Is Coming, (TMT Stable) 2:00.1…. Southview TJ 1:55.1… Knightly Treasure 1:58.3… Celebrant (Dan Belliveau), 1:56.3… Sand Olls Dexter 1:52.4… Frosty’s Haybaler (Marcel Barrieau tr/dr) 1:56.1…12th win in 06… Too Too Breezy (Shawn Murphy), 1:58.4…  That’s it… good luck and good racing.

 Comments/Questions?  hal.al@sympatico.ca

