        Summerside Hosts Great Week of Racing - Record Bet
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                                              Hal Hennessey 

The big week in Summerside was a tremendous success.  Great crowds, new track records and a super bet all week, culminating Saturday night with a Maritime record of $44K+.  Paperback owned by Leith Orr & Tap Equities, with trainer/driver Danny Romo in the bike won the $16,000 Governor’s plate in 1:55.1.  King’s County’s trotting power held it’s own Wednesday as Ralph Annear won both his 2 and 3 year old stakes with Maple Leafs Opal (2-2) and Noble (17-17) for he and co-owner Jack Panting.  Cambridge’s Paul Lanigan was 2nd in the 3 YO stake with Nonnas Power, while Wayne Bell’s Mystery Balance took home a second as well in the FFA Trot that evening. Some other area winners we noticed - Iva Mutch’s Seawind Cockney, Bert Haneveld’s Berts Goldie in a 2 YO ‘B’ stake, as well as Ian Smith’s Pownal Bay Beth and Marie Myers’ Ebony Keys both winners in 3 YO ‘B’ events.  Vernon’s Gerald Dunn also had a winner in Island Xcaliber, as did Kevin MacLean with Rebelryan.  All in all a good baptism of the new SRW and now it’s on to Old Home Week.

                                      -------------------------------

Next the GC&S: There are continuing rumors that last year’s Horse of the Year, O’Brien winner Admiral’s Express is Ch’town bound.  As well, discussions were ongoing at Rockingham last weekend, about just which Mark Ford horses would be sent, given some recent race results.  Chewy Gross should definitely be in the mix with his win in Bangor in 1:53.4.  All over the place on the other hand, had a very poor night last Saturday at the Big M and Western Prince was a scratch.  Thinkative (3rd in 52.4 Sunday night at Mohawk) has been a winner at Woodbine in 1:51.1 this year and was recently claimed by the Ladners and Keith Pigot.  He might be a possiblility according to the pundits.  Greg McNair trainee Coreys On Crombie also had a similar mile there recently and netchat says he’s a maybe.   And finally Scotty Bell continues to post on the net that there’s a ringer coming out of NJ but won’t name names.  So now you’re up to date, until the next round of rumors.  Check out Trevor Frizzell’s web page  http://atlanticstallions.co.nr/goldcup.php, if you’d like to read more.

                          ------------------------------------------                  

Owner Eric Graves tells me that you will also see Copperfield G in the GC&S and rightly so.  He deserves the shot.  This is a great story.  Back in ’04’ Eric asked Mike MacDonald to pick him up a horse that he could have some fun with. Through friends in NY, MacDonald purchased the Strong Clan gelding, who’d already shown some talent and the price was right.  What a deal that turned out to be!  Last year Copper raced in the GC& S at age 4 and held his own.  This year he’s proven himself to be as tough as nails, won in 1:50.3 at Montreal and has banked over $150K lifetime.  Last Sunday in his first start after a 3 week layoff, he finished 6th at Montreal in a mile that went in 1:49.3.  His was 1:51.3.  Eric will tell you himself that he has no great expectations, but he’s in the race for the best of reasons.  As he said to me recently, last year’s GC&S was his biggest thrill in harness racing, so why not be part of it if you can? Absolutely right.  It’s many a horseman’s dream

                                            ----------------------------------

Let’s get real here.  So the CDPEC lost $1.9 million operationally in its’ first 8 months through until March ’06.  ALC has also invested an additional $506K in the pari-mutuel operations – total $2.5 mill give or take.  Any business start-up needs time to get the kinks out and the first quarter audit for this year shows the facility is on track to meet its projections.  Then there’s the additional revenue being generated by a revitalized racing industry and the 150 jobs created by ALC.  It’s also worth noting that PEI’s ROI from the ALC is $234 million since 1976 and $117 million in commissions and compensation has been paid to Island retailers.  I think criticism is fine, when it effects change (see the slots vs. VLT debate), but as for those politicians who have been sniping at the CDPEC from the get-go, how stupid do you think people are? Playing political games while trying to curry favor with horsemen and fans won’t work.  You guys ain’t Johnny Cash and you can’t walk the line.  You’re either for or agin boys and horsepeople know the difference.  The bet is up, crowds are growing, both the CDP and SRW have had great racing and the best is yet to come. Even I, the total cynic, would bet on that.  

                                                -----------------------------------

The Potato Blossom Festival is underway in O’Leary and there’s a full card of Matinee racing Saturday the 29th.  Post Time is 2:30 and points will be awarded towards the Matinee Challenge Series finals at SRW.  Feature paces at the CF Willis Raceway include the Willis Memorial Pace plus the Albert MacMillan and Ralph Rennie paces.  There’s also a new one - The Horses at Northlands Pace.  It’s a fun week in O’Leary for the whole family and will culminate in a great Matinee card Saturday.  Check it out.

                                 ------------------------------------------

On another Matinee note, rain forced the cancellation of Pinette’s Kilted Pace last week.  It’s on for this Sunday though, so get out and see if it’s true  about what’s underneath a Scotsman’s kilt.  PS – Somebody tell Ann MacNeil - take pictures.

                                           ----------------------------       

The Stretch Run….  I hear S’Side’s paddock judge Mike Ramsay deserves a lot of credit … came through under difficult conditions… not enough stalls and little room in the paddock… hopefully next year…. Gary Chappell had a nice ASS win with the 2 YO Mr. Sundin at SRW last week…  mile in 1:58.2… a feather in the cap for Belle River’s Wayne Bell who broke and developed him… Hardcore, who’s 3-2-1 in 6 starts in the 3YO ASS pacers ‘A’ division has Island connections… he’s owned in part by David Cole of Halifax … family’s from PEI… 4 of the top 6 finishers in the ASS 2YO Trots were by the stallion Nikes Image… Brian MacPhee who stands him at stud must be happy… On the pacing side at SRW this week  …  Lisryan’s  colts were drawing lots of attention… and rightly so… Mike MacDonald’s Lets Imagine driven by Randy Waples won WEG’s  $49K plus Town Pro final in 1:54… Waples, one of the country’s best, would love to drive Shea & Petipas’ Silent Swing in the GC& S … But he won’t fly… too bad… Erin Carver must be happy… Lincoln’s Legacy is 2 for 2…and she’s also to be a Gold Cup and Saucer girl this year…. Mabou NS owner Tommy MacLennan’s Kissmelass (Lisryan) won the mare’s open at Mohawk Sat. Night… mile in 1:51.1… How about a downhome bred mare in the GC&S?

Have a good week…. And good racing.

Comments/Questions?  hal.al@sympatico.ca

