                      GC&S Prognostications – Not Up To Par

                                                WWW. Horsetalk 

                                                         By

                                               Hal Hennessey

Last week, with the help of Trevor Frizzell’s web site, we named 20 potential Gold Cup & Saucer contenders.  The entries, plus some other Old Home Week initiatives were to be announced yesterday at a press conference.  This was the unofficial list when I filed my column Sunday evening:  Armbro Animate - Mike MacDonald, Astronomical - Mark MacDonald, Banner Yankee - Carl or Jody Jamieson, Chewy Gross - Mike MacDonald, Copperfield G – Wally Hennessey, Dunachton Gale - Phil Pinkney, Exclusives – Gary Chappell, Huge Success - Brian MacPhee, Kickin Up Dirt - Anthony MacDonald, Lombo Skyrider A – Danny Gillis, PH Breakaway - Todd Trites, Silent Swing - Paul MacKenzie, Tough Luck - Robert Shepherd, Weird Albert – John MacDonald, Zooka - Mario Baillargeron.  So we presumably named correctly 9 of 15 starters – 60% give or take.  However we only had 9 out of 20 or 45% make it from our prognostication’s list.  Not good - we’ve done better in the past.

                     ------------------------------------------------

Since I wrote the above Chewy Gross, with Mike MacDonald up, won the $15K McCain Memorial in Woodstock last Friday night.  What made it impressive is that he did it in a record time of 1:54 flat on an off track.  3 other GC&S starters were also in the hunt.  They were, in order of finish, Banner Yankee, Astronomical and Armbro Animate.  It was only because Mike made the effort to bring his 2 Cup & Saucer contenders to Woodstock that the race went.   It took some extra work to make it happen, but he, Joey Shea, Jamie Smith and the rest of his staff regard this sort of thing as payback to the fans ‘Downhome’.  Would not have happened if not for the help of Darren Trainor and Neil Moase as well, and I’m sure the folks in Woodstock appreciated the efforts of all.  It was also Mike’s first drive since fracturing his pelvis in that accident at the Rock 6 weeks ago.  Nice way to come back and with perfect timing.

                         -----------------------------------------------

Here’s an update on some of the other GC& S Contenders: Exclusives had a big mile 1:54.4 Saturday night at the CDPEC.  Tough Luck was a winner at Mohawk in 1:50.1 the same night.  Silent Swing was 4th in his race that evening  - timed in 1:50.2.  Eric Graves’ Copperfield G qualified in Montreal in 1:56.4, while Zooka won in 55.1 at Flamboro with Kickin Up Dirt 4th in the same race. It appears the rest, including the Maritime contenders, are on a bit of R&R before the Trials on Saturday and Monday. 

                              ----------------------------------------

I don’t mind that politicians obfuscate when trying to explain a policy decision.  However I do object when they sound absolutely stupid doing it.  Thus NB Finance Minister Volpe’s recent statement that he doesn’t think it’s a good idea to invest taxpayers’ money in racinos given PEI’s results.  Never mind that he obviously ignored the positive news coming out of the Island’s industry and its economic impact, more to the point - why is he even looking at PEI, when a closer example is the success of the racino in Bangor?  I think it’s all smoke and mirrors anyway.   Folks have been telling me for sometime, that a group of businessmen are prepared to invest in a new racino in Moncton.  I believe Volpe was sending a signal that this dog might hunt - if government was not required to do the financing.  Therefore I think you will see a new facility in the Hub City.  However, it has to happen soon - just last week the Downey family, announced plans to dispose of half of their 30 horses including breeding stock.  These are folks with 50 plus years invested in the industry.  Volpe and his government have been able to ignore some of the other, mostly inconsequential voices purporting to speak for NB horsemen - they cannot ignore people like the Downeys.

                            --------------------------------------------

A busy time is coming up for Wayne Whebby, his trainer Scott Bell and Feelin Friskie, who finished 3rd in his division of the Oliver Wendall Holmes last Saturday night.  They’re on the Little Brown Jug trail now, with the $450K Delvin Miller Adios Pace on Saturday night and decisions to make about the choice of big money events like the Cleveland Classic ($175K) on the 19th, the Confederation Cup ($600K) the 20th, the Cane eliminations ($100K) the 26th and the Cane Final ($350K) on September 4th.  Then it’s on to the $575K LBJ in Delaware Ohio on September 21st.  An exciting time ahead for a couple of guys from the Maritimes and all of us who wish them well.

                                     --------------------------------

The Matinee Report, (with thanks to Susan Whelan)

Prince Co. Exhibition, Alberton

Thursday Aug. 3rd
Race 1: 1 Syds Pleasure, o Heather Gamester, d Wendall Wallace – 2:19.3

Race 2: 1 Maggies Rose, o Martha Coughlin, d Leonard Coughlin – 2:19

Race 3: 1 Red Star Dee Dee, o/d Alan Sweet - 2:12

Race 4: 1 Classic Sam, o/d Ivan MacMillan – 2:11

Race 5: 1 Oxford Angus, o Dale Wood/Ellis Sweet, d Alan Sweet - 2:07.1

Saturday, August 5th: 

1 Roslyns Lady, o/d Stuart Tremere -2:15.1 

Race 2: (Lloyd O'Brien Pace) - 1 DGs Authority, o/d Ralph Sweet - 2:12.3 

Race 3: (Syd Rennie Memorial Pace) 1 Maggie Rose, o Martha Coughlin, d Leonard Coughlin - 2:17.3 

Race 4: 1 Dock River Jo, o Andrew Avery, d Rocky Schurman - Time: 2:08.2 

Race 5: (Harry O'Brien Memorial pace) 1 Armbro Boudoir, o/d Terry Gallant -2:03.2 

Race 6 (Alden Gamble Memorial) 1 Oxford Angus, o Alan Sweet/Dale Wood, d Ralph Sweet -Time: 2:12.1 

Valley Downs Raceway, Tyne Valley, August 6th
Just a note here: Gary Chappell broke the track record of 2:01 when he crossed the wire with Stenaman in 2:00.3.

And Kudos to the organizers for sponsoring an Amateur Drivers Race as well as congrats to Wes Lund the winner, we need more of this kind of initiative.

Race 1: 1 Step On Nanny, d Wendall Wallace - 2:19 

Race 2: 1 Red Star Vanessa, d Gary Chappell - 2:11.3 

Race 3: 1 Cowboys Don't Lie, d Gary Chappell - 2:09.2

Race 4: 1 Belnans Designer, d Donnie Sweet - 2:11 

Race 5: Trot 1 Put Me In Cold, d Walter Cheverie - 2:07.3 

Race 6: (Amateur Drivers) 1 Mendelsohn, d Wes Lund - 2:07.3 

Race 7: 1 Shelby Jean, d Frank Hansen - 2:03.1 

Race 8: 1 Island Xcitement, d Duane MacEachern 

Race 9: 1 Stenaman, d Gary Chappell - 2:00.3

                         -------------------------------------------------------

The Stretch Run… Just a couple of notes… to the management at the CDPEC, folks on the net are discussing a couple of things…. 1) Controlled access to the centerfield to avoid overcrowding the night of the big race…. 2) The sound system - please extend it throughout the facility… 3) you have to designate an area for the lawn chairs in front of the grandstand’s apron and leave space for standers and walkers…  And finally pari-mutuel sellers and toilets… lots of both please… That’s it, I’m outta space and time, I’ll be home Saturday - y’all know where to find me, good luck and good racing.

Questions/Comments hal.al@symptatico.ca

