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The Old Home Week human-interest story for me this year has been that of Vernon River’s Marc Campbell.  Now don’t get me wrong, while obviously I would have liked another outcome, it was great to see Carl Jamieson drive a very smart race and get Banner Yankee home in front to win the Gold Cup & Saucer.  Likewise I enjoyed the various featured races, the claiming series, the Atlantic Sires, Lady Slipper and most of the cards throughout the week.  It’s also no secret that I follow with a great deal of interest the doings of Ralph Annear’s trotters, so watching Maple Leaf Noble win his 19th straight was a treat.  As was having a chance to spend some time with my old friend, his family and to meet the horse’s co-owner grandson Jack Panting.  As well I enjoyed rubbing Ralph a bit about falling asleep at the switch when Mary Clare caught him napping during the 2 YO Trot - end result West River Redwing first, Maple Leaf Opal second.  Little bit of teasing as well when he admitted he couldn’t get along with Dunmore TCB, so he puts the lady up and she wins two with him.  Might be June Coyle had it right when she yelled to Ralph in the winner’s circle that it was time he hung up the driving gloves.  But as I said Marc Campbell’s exploits lead my OHW highlight reel.  He is a pleasure to watch drive and to talk to in person, easy going, personable, polite and was winning races in batches last week, some unexpectedly.  He seemingly possesses the unique skills of being able to put a horse in a position to win under less than ideal conditions and to keep one that’s tiring alive.  This is a young man who can go far with a few breaks and we had a good chat in the racing paddock last week about some of the options open to him, as he decides what to do this fall.  Checked my email prior to catching a flight Sunday afternoon, and also learned from Lee Drake that Marc had edged out Gilles Barrieau for the 26th annual Francis McIsaac Memorial Award as OHW’s top driver.  (Hard to believe Franny’s been gone that many years isn’t it?)  This is quite a feat for a young man like Campbell, who we only started hearing from about a year ago. It’s something else for a young gun to be even in the same area code with an O’Brien winner and the Maritime’s leading percentage driver.  Especially when one considers that Barrieau usually has his pick of the top horses to drive and often the cream of the colts - although he did have his helmet handed to him a few times last week.  This will only enhance the buzz that Marc Campbell is the ‘Next One”, and at 21 it’s going to be interesting to follow the youngster’s progress in the coming months.

                  ----------------------------------------------------

Over all I’d rate the 2006 OHW show at about 7.5 on a scale of 10.  Don’t know how the numbers compare to last year, but they bet nearly $93K Friday night and $189,000 on the GC&S card which is an increase if memory serves.  Talked to some visitors though and they weren’t happy with the way a lot of the cards were being drawn out.  And by the way, when you put the sellers down by that so-called VIP tent, why not post some signs to let people know.  We were redirecting people in the lineup by McGregor’s all night.  That VIP tent moniker is hilarious - I knew some of the folks in there, (no names to protect the guilty), VIPs?  Yeah, right! One of the biggest questions I was asked all week, had to do with giving jobs to people home on vacation, when lots of talented Islanders perhaps needed the money more.  Folks notice these types of things and don’t like it when they happen.  It smacks of favoritism.  I also think Atlantic Lotto has to build a lot better bridge to the horse community, right now many folks feel they neither understand nor care about Harness Racing.  This brings us to the sound system.  It is simply beyond comprehension how you can invest $25 million bucks in a facility and have the piece of crap that is there now.  As we wrote last week, you can hardly hear anything on either side of the grandstand nor in the stable area or the ship-in paddock.  And that’s not just me, there’s a long list of people who were PO’d about the sound all week.  Finally, to end on a positive note, HRPEI will likely deny it, but you are probably going to see a great co-feature to the GC&S next year.  I’m told once a sponsor is found, the plan is to have a Jugette style futurity going for $20-25K and limited to Maritime owned open mares.  As I say they may deny it, but you should have seen the look on one director’s face when I mentioned it to him.  That alone convinced me my source was right on this one.

                                      ---------------------------------------------

More OHW Notes: off the top I want to thank the many people who stopped and talked to me so positively about this column.   The feedback was great and much appreciated.  Coming home and hearing from you all revs us up for another year.  Thanks again.  Caught up with Mike Campbell and his better half Joan and hear they are taking some horses back to NB with the ANE and Fredex coming up.  Finally had a chance to get acquainted with Truro’s Kenny St. John and his owner David Coles (Hardcore).  Both Mike Ellsworth of Maritime Classics and Northland’s track announcer and Summerside native Shannon ‘Sugar’ Doyle dropped by my GC& S ‘office’ to say hello, as did Ncognito and Itsy from HD.  Sorry guys forgot the names, (I wonder why).  Mike wanted me to remind readers that he carries this column on his website and also that he has the 2006 Cup & Saucer on there as well - http://maritimeclassics.8m.com.   The stable parties were great this year despite the rain and we dropped into a good one at Danny MacDonald’s, where Phil Pitt’s hamburgers were the real deal.  Barney and Brenda McGuigan put in an appearance and I’m pleased to report Barney’s recovery is coming along fine.  He wanted me to make note of that fact that Sara Jane MacDonald, Jeanie (Pitt) & Paul’s daughter was recently admitted to the Law Society of Upper Canada and is now a full-fledged Ontario legal eagle.  Finally a salute to all the guys and gals at the annual Queen Square School reunion.  As usual they sponsored their race and had a reception at the Basilica Rec Center Friday afternoon, where yours truly won a hundred bucks in the draw.  Time to go, just got off the plane and I’m falling asleep, catch you all next week.  
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