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Starting with King’s Co. - this week past brought us the 23rd consecutive stake victory for Ralph Annear and grandson Jack Panting’s Maple Leaf Noble Friday night in Charlottetown.  I’ve run out of superlatives when talking about this horse, who also took a new record of 2:01.1 in winning his division of the PEI Colt Stakes for trotters.  The son of Black River – Oh That Treasure, has won $70K to date. Annear, known as Atlantic Canada’s Mr. Trot, probably summed it up best when he said the colt is the best he’s ever had.  Given his track record with trotters, that’s high praise indeed.

                            ----------------------------------------                                       

Unless you’ve been aboard the space shuttle, you probably know by now that PEI’s Mark MacDonald won the Little Brown Jug final with Mr. Feelgood in a record time of 1:50.3 last week.  Harness Racing’s version of the Kentucky Derby if you will. So this is a very big deal and one in which all Islanders can share, as a local boy makes good.  He’s not the first though, as the ‘Pride of Alberton’ Joe O’Brien won it in 1958 and again in ‘73’. Speaking of which, I think it is also safe to say that young Mr. MacDonald is well on his way to his second O’Brien Award as Canada’s Driver of the Year.  Currently he leads the country in wins - 549 and purse earnings - $8,154,746

                                           --------------------------

 Charlottetown’s Scotty Bell was also in the limelight this past week-end as his trainee Olay Olay won the New Jersey Sires Stake for 2 Year Old Colts in 1:55.4 in rein to Cat Manzi.  The Wayne Whebby owned colt got a late start in the stakes season and in fact to qualify for Saturday’s final had to win his elimination heat the previous week.  Bell, the trainer of 2005 Gold Cup & Saucer winner Driven To Win, obviously did his homework, as the colt easily won the $86,000 final.  He’s now 6 for 6 lifetime with earnings in excess of $139,000.

                                      ----------------------------------

Talking about the PEI Colt Stakes, I usually don’t do this but the sales are coming up and many are perusing the catalogues. So I thought we’d run down the winners and their breeding. 

Saulsbrook Juan (In Power - Meadowbranch Lynn) won the 2nd 3 YO Trot stake division in 2:06.3 Friday night.  Other stake winners were:
Two-year-old colt trot


DUSTY LANE DIVA - 2:06
(In Power - Island Ruth)

DUNMORE TKO - 2:06.4
(Black River - Milady Rambler)

              ----------

Three-year-old colt pacers
SUPER SIDNEY C - 1:57.2
(Harrods - Island Tradition)

FLASHY BOY - 1:58.2
(Happy Family - J Ls Bunny)

SOUTHVIEW SAM - 1:58.2
(J B Stena - Gambunctious)

                                                ------

Two-year-old-filly pacers

THE BUTTER MAN - 1:58.2

(Towel Me - Dunnville Hope)

SOUTHVIEW SPECIAL - 1:58       (Southview Matt - Southview Selena)

Brendons Gal – 2:00

(Drop Off - Woodmere Big Gal)

SPECIAL GUEST - 1:59.2
(Drop Off - Guest Appearance)
NORTHIE T - 1:59.4
(Drop Off - Whist Hanover)

Island Galeforce 

(Force Of Life - Exquisite Hanover

                                ---------------      

Two-year-old pacing colts 

FORCE ORE FINESSE - 1:57.4
(Force Of Life - Swingore) 


THE LITTLE MUNSTER - 1:58
(Armbro Herman - Delta Nu) 

                                                              ---

CASUAL MOTION - 1:59.3
(Camotion - Casual Approach)

Elm Grove Buddy – 1:58.2

(Force Of Life - Ring Up Apache)

        --------------------

3 Year-old-filly pacers

Woodmere Lonesome – 1:59.3

(Drop Off-Shalom Sham-Harrods) 

Downeast Liz – 2:00.2

(Lisryan-Island Skye-This Cams For You) 

Educated – 1:59

(Full Scholarship-Shadowblue-Broadway Blue) 

Kilkerran Xoanon 1:59.1

(Drop Off-Kilkerran Mira-Oil Count)

West River Quota - 1:57.3

(Matter Of Money-West River Isobel-Harrods) 

Cruising Thunder – 2:00.2

 (Rayson Hanover-Sequestered-Cruising Yankee) 

                                        --------------------

Tyler Moore won the Matinee Championship Final with Magic Ombre last Thursday night in Summerside.  The 15-year-old son of Dr. Ian and Nancy Moore garnered the Department of Agriculture Trophy in only his 4th lifetime start.  All reports indicate it was a hotly contested affair between young Moore, 16 year old Devon Wallace and 14 year old Brandon Darrach.  I’m told the next generation of Island harness racing stars put on quite a show.  Rain curtailed entrants for the Pinette races last week, although there was some Quarter Horse racing to fill the gap.  They’ll do it again this evening (Wed.) and hopefully the weatherman will co-operate.

.                     -----------------------------------------------

In other news, while it doesn’t rate with Ali’s ‘Rumble in the Jungle’, last week’s ‘Havoc in the Paddock’ at Summerside continues to have repercussions.  Fines all around for the participants, the amount depending on the seriousness of the involvement.  What’s to laugh at, is that in previous incidents of this nature some folks have actually been suspended from the track, particularly those not in management’s good books.  Others, with shall we say better contacts, got off scot-free. There’s many a political game being played at Summerside Raceway regarding the way people are dealt with, stabling etc.  Not very smart, especially for a business that is seeking public support and government funding.  I cannot see the taxpayer being overjoyed at politicians financing a private fiefdom, run for the benefit of the favored few.

                                                   ------------------------    

I feel a real rant coming on here, but I’ll try to restrain myself.  Suffice it to say that horsemen in NB are energized by the election of the Liberals in that province.   It helps that both Premier-elect Shawn Graham and Moncton area MLA (cabinet minister?) Mike Murphy have been involved in the industry.  Murphy in fact has hip # 87 Ammon Shannon entered in PEI’s Classic Sale.  There’s also a certain amount of gotcha inherent in the situation, as it was a former agriculture minister in the Lord cabinet, who told horsemen they should hold bake sales in order to feed their animals.  It’s ironic, as Dave McLean pointed out recently in the Saint John Telegraph, that it may have been horsemen who defeated Tory candidates in the swing ridings.  Mr. Ghiz and Mr. Brown of the PEI Liberals might want to take note of this, given some of their gamesmanship with the CDPEC Racino issues this past year.  Lord has been the author of his own misfortune as his dithering about Harness Racing has been symptomatic of an inability to make decisions.  The fact that the he also renegged on a backroom ‘handshake’ deal to follow PEI into the Racino biz, thus helping with the public acceptance issue, must also have a few PEI government folks chuckling.  Now all eyes turn to Shawn Graham and his new Government.  Will they step up in support of the long and honorable tradition of Harness Racing in New Brunswick or turtle like the previous government?

                                            --------------------------

Had a note from Don Daniels after my mention of the Johnny Conroy Memorial in Truro last week.  Seems that the mare Josie The Great 67 years ago this month, became the fastest Maritime bred of her day.  She raced to a win record of 2:061/2 at Woodstock NB and was trained and driven by Mr. Conroy.  Don has a great website for those interested in Harness Racing history at www.mi-harness.com.  Visit it and you’ll find he’s a true historian of the sport and always willing to help.  

That’s it, I’m out of racetrack, good luck and good racing.

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

