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Ted Andrews has reportedly resigned as GM at Summerside Raceway.  Question is was he pushed, or did he simply see the handwriting on the wall?  A meeting was supposedly scheduled last week between the government, the city and the track, but did not take place.  Then the track manager sends a letter to his board saying he’s outta there.  Now sources tell me the project may be in trouble because (a) the City is once again making demands not called for in the original plans or, (b) the government is backing out for unknown reasons. Thus far nobody appears willing to comment officially on the situation.  I don’t think the delay has anything to do with the performance of the Racino in Charlottetown though.  While they wouldn’t give me any numbers, an ALC communications type seemed relatively upbeat in a recent email with regards to  the situation there.  The original plans in Summerside, as announced by Mitch Murphy on behalf of the Binns government, called for a new grandstand and racino complex to be erected at a total cost of $15 million bucks, once the CDPEC was finished.  Now the project may be in trouble once again, no doubt to the distress of SRW’s horsemen/women.  Plus the much maligned Mr. Andrews who was leading the negotiations for them is gone.  Very curious indeed.  He had both his enemies and his supporters at the track, but I for one will miss him - simply because he made for such great copy and writing about Summerside Raceway was more interesting with him there.

                                     ---------------------------------------------

I have to add a postscript to the above for the online edition of Horsetalk. After this was written & filed Sunday evening a story appeared in an Island paper later in the week that while S’Side officials were agitating for a soccer field at the racetrack, the Soccer Association was firmly against it.  As well 2 sources have told me that discussions would soon start with Fitzgerald & Snow about demolishing the grandstand and that HRPEI’s management team was preparing to move in and oversee the project.  As we’ve said before this would mean they’d take over complete ownership and operation of the track on behalf of the government.  ALC apparently would play the same role at SRW as they do at the CDPEC.  Could the takeover by HRPEI be the reason for Mr. Andrews’ sudden resignation?  Could be.  Is the project in trouble?  The next few days should answer that.

                              -----------------------------------

I’ve been saving this story until the dust settled, but wanted to tell it in order to reiterate a point we’ve made before.  A while back 2 Island trainers received short suspensions and $100 fines for the possession of injectables. One lost when he appealed to the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission, the other didn’t bother to contest the penalty.  And no, I’m not going to name them, because I had a problem with the process in place that caused the fines.  I basically felt the rules did not take into account the realities of racing in Atlantic Canada i.e. the cost and availability of vets vs. the purse structure.  I couldn’t see why horsemen should be paying the high cost of veterinary services for the injection of legal supplements, non-performance-enhancing medications, what have you, that they were perfectly capable of giving themselves.  There’s also the not uncommon situation many horsemen have been through, where suddenly a horse is in trouble, needs immediate help and there’s no vet available.  Been there, seen that and it’s very scary.   Now I feel the situation has been rectified to some extent with a new rule change by the commission, to whit:

Rule 390 -- No person except physicians, Commission Veterinarians or Official Veterinarians or veterinarians licensed by the Commission, shall have in their possession while on the grounds of a track facility: 

(1) Any hypodermic needle or any other device which could be used for
the injection or infusion into a horse of any substance or any
injectable, which might be administered by a hypodermic needle,
or device, without first securing written permission from the judges 
or Director of Racing.

So now horsemen, from the looks of that last phrase, can apply for permission to meet their needs and like Martha Stewart says ‘That’s a good thing’.  However I’m still not sure this covers all situations, so no doubt there will be a test case in the future.

                               --------------------------------------

Don’t’ forget the Matinee Racetracks Program Halloween Party in Alberton on Saturday October 28th.  The folks up there are presenting ‘HALLOWHINNY’ and it promises to be a fun day for kids of all ages.  A cliché I know, but in this case appropriate.  Catch the dress up harness race at 3 PM, the Spooktacular haunted barn, take ghostly hayrides and watch the bouncy pony races.  There are also costume contests and all kinds of games for the youngsters.  It promises to be a great day up west and all for a good cause, so how can you say no to the kids (big & small), who’ll be clamoring to attend?  Susan Whealan tells me all proceeds go to the Western Hospital and that the event will take place 3 – 7 PM rain or shine.  This is another fine project from the Matinee Tracks Program, which is jointly sponsored by the Feds and the PEI government.  It’s also an example of why I am such a huge fan of it.  This is what the sport is all about in its’ purest form, Having fun, racing at the grassroots level, involve the whole community and build the fan base from the bottom up.  Good stuff!

                                    ------------------------------------

More fallout from the recent ‘Havoc in the Paddock’ at SRW.  Apparently the appeal by Jeff and Barry Biggar against their fines and suspensions was won.  The Commission voted unanimously to throw the penalties out, as after hearing the witnesses, it was evident there was a failure to make the case against the brothers.  Sources all along had told us these were bullspit charges and the commission’ decision only confirms this.  There are many that would say justice finally prevailed at SRW.
                              ----------------------------------------

It appears racing is done insofar as Sydney’s Tartan Downs is concerned. Predicted new buyers have not appeared on the scene and horsemen have little interest in further dealings with the present owner Jack MacNeil.  Netchat indicates that at a recent horsemen’s meeting President Butch Hawco announced they would race next year in North Sydney at the Downs. No approval yet from the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission but that is said to be in the works.  Still outstanding is the matter of the $95,000 in Simulcast money owed by Tartan Downs to horsemen.  No one seems exactly sure how that will be handled, but one thing is certain, the funds do not belong to the track or the MacNeils.  It remains to be seen whether the Commission or the courts will be asked to step in. 
                                  -------------------------------------

Short Shots…. Ralph Annear drove his Maple Leaf Opal to a 2:07.2 win in the Maritime Breeders Final for 2 YO trotters Sunday…. Certainly doesn’t make up for Nobel’s trouble, but probably helped ease the pain… Scotty Bell has to have mixed feelings as well, seeing John Campbell drive Olay Olay to a 1:54.1 win in his Breeders Crown 2 YO pacing colt elim and then see the driver go down with a broken leg in a scary accident later on in the evening… Bell’s 2nd entry Whatta Hotshot finished 4th in his division… The Crown Finals are next Saturday night at Woodbine… For the 2nd year in a row Wally Hennessey won the $100K Florida Breeders bonus for his owners on Super Finals Night at Pompano Park…. Along the way he also drove 5 stake winners in the various divisions and had one 2nd … Haven’t heard all the lowdown as yet, but it appears the Truro Colt Sale, like Charlottetown’s was a buyer’s market and prices low …That’s it…. I’m out of racetrack and time…. Gotta go… Good luck and good racing.
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