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Had some folks at the CDP exchanging emails with me recently and not all of them happy campers.  Their concerns seem to center around 3 issues:

1) The track’s proposal to raise stall rentals from 60 to 75 dollars monthly.

2) Interference by a Director or Directors in stall allocation etc.

3) The new policy of racing 9 horse fields.

On the first issue, the argument seem to be that most horses are only getting in once every 21 days, so how in the hell can owners keep up with expenses now, never mind with a proposed increase?  On the second, the claim is that one or more Directors of HRPEI personally interfered in the allocation of available stalls, thus favoring one trainer over another.  And on the final matter, most see the 9 horse fields and 14 dash cards as a way to create more starts for everyone.  However, apparently it is not sitting well with a few, who supposedly have gone to a Director to register their complaints. Personally I’d contend Board members should not be involved in these issues at all - why do they pay GM Jeremy Pierce, if they’re going to try and run the show?  My understanding of the Directors’ positions is that they were to oversee the development of the Standardbred Industry on PEI.   I did ask the GM for a comment on all this.  Naturally he had none on the HRPEI Board issue.  He correctly points out however that many tracks are getting away from maintaining a backstretch altogether and if horsemen had to go to private training centers they’d pay a lot more.  It’s Pierce’s contention that the CDP is now subsidizing the rentals and racetracks cannot afford to do this.  Another well-respected horseman who we discussed this with seemed to agree with the CDP’s manager, pointing out that if stabling became a money-losing proposition, the track just might do away with it.   And as he said, can you imagine Old Home Week without the barn area etc?  On the issue of the 9 horse fields this horseman called it a valiant effort by the CDP to give everyone more starts.  He was also quick to commend the Horsemen’s Association for ponying up an extra $30 bucks for the 6th place finishers to help them a bit with their costs. That point is easily resolved anyway - if the majority of horsemen favor the policy that should be the end of the discussion. The most important thing is; PEI has the most stable operation in the region – so if the Directors just do their jobs and let everybody else do theirs, hopefully it’ll stay that way.

                                  -------------------------------

Big news this week, to some at least, was Mitch Murphy’s announcement that the province is considering introducing table games (Black Jack, Texas Hold’Em etc.) at the CDPEC.  In other words it will become a Casino.  For those paying attention, it was a non-event.  You will recall that I wrote in these pages a couple of years back, that one of my good sources had seen the original plans for the Racino.  Those plans showed areas set aside for card players etc, which I predicted would come after the complex had been opened for a while.  I’m always amused by those who both officially and unofficially often tell us we are wrong and then the announcement comes along which proves us right. ‘Tis to laugh sometimes.   Finally, as we also forecast, the SRW project will soon get underway, now that the CDPEC operation will break even in 2006 - which you will admit is not too shabby after 16 months of operation.  In fact, someone who should know recently told me that part of the hold up was occasioned by the Summerside civic election.  Negotiations have now resumed between Town officials and folks in Mitch Murphy’s office. Stay tuned, this could get interesting.  

                            ----------------------------------

The Vance Cameron Auction in Miscouche by all accounts was a success and the last figure I heard as to monies raised was $15,000. Next up is the EPR event, which takes place Saturday.  There’s brisk bidding on a number of items online that you can check out here, http://www.eprracing.com/news/vance/auction.php.

The SRW VS CDP Horsemen Challenge Hockey Game foe Vance is scheduled for Friday the 8th at the Cahill Stadium in Summerside. We hear as well there’s an NS Vs PEI Horsemen’s Challenge Match in the offing and I’m also expecting an announcement this week from the CDP, regarding an event there on December 9th.

                                 ----------------------------------------

Last Wednesday night the Sydney Horsemen’s Association met to decide on the fate of Tartan Downs and its take over by Racino Royale.  President Butch Hawco told his members that he had met with representatives of RR the day before.  At that meeting they apparently told Hawco they would make no commitment to the horsemen and that if they did not make a profit in the first 6 months of operation they would be gone.  The meeting then decided they would not race at Tartan Downs under these conditions and would accept an offer from North Sydney to race at the track there.  They also signed an agreement to that effect.  Now the ball is in the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission’s court as to the allocation of race dates to North Sydney, unless of course RR rethinks its position.

                           ----------------------------------------------

Short Shots… in King’s Co. news - Lorraine Lanigan’s Dropelle looks like she’s rounding into form… Win in: 55.3 Friday night here in Montreal… Mark MacDonald had an accident Sunday at Flammy… banged up his knee and booked off his other drives but not serious… After some initial questions, Allison Montgomery will now suit up for that benefit match on December 8th.  She’s quite a hockey player, so don’t miss catching her in action.   Speaking of which, Darren Trainer tells me he’s got Neil Moase working out at the Spa… trying to get him down to 400 lbs. for the match… Jodilyn Matheson has had quite a ride with her mare Stefania.  The 3-year-old filly won both preliminary legs of the Middlesex Co. Series and went into the finals as the favorite.  Sadly driver Paul MacKenzie could only manage a 5th place finish last Friday night at Western Fair.  Speaking of Jodilyn her Uncle Wally Hennessey had a great night at Pompano last Friday as he won 7 races on the 14-dash card…. Saturday night at Yonkers Mike MacDonald & company’s Lets Imagine picked up a cool $20K finishing 5th in her division of the $291,000 Lady Maud.  The 3-year-old is now 4-3-2 in 17 starts this year with a mark of 1:53.4 and earnings of over $60,000… Finally Bill Andrew tells me he had a chat with the connections of million-dollar winner Whosurboy about his future.  Bill says that owner Ed Mullinax wants to keep racing the son of Artsplace, as long as he can compete at the sport’s top level.  Bill says they’ll have a shot at his stud services at Meridian Farms West once his racing days are done.  That’s it, good luck and good racing.

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca   

