                 The Net Does Bring Out The Crazies
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                                               By

                                             Hal Hennessey

It’s no secret that I can be highly critical of the Harness Racing ‘Powers-That-Be’ over stupid decisions, prejudice, favoritism and a myriad of other negatives that often surround the industry, particularly those that impact on the little guy.  Sometimes though, as we say here in Quebec, you have to take a little water with your wine.  This past week, despite a great OHW show and in the face of some negative numbers, the doomsayers were out in full force on the net crying, ‘the sky is falling’.  Well no, not really. According to Jeremy Pierce the bet was up on the GC&S card by almost $3K and attendance that day increased again as it has over the past 3 years.  The month of August bet was also higher than last year and I’m sure the same holds true for 2006 overall.  It was down 2.9% for the big week as a whole, but a combination of factors to my mind is probably responsible.  Tourism has had a bad year, the weather was very streaky and I’m not sure that the numbers for the Sunday card were as good as they might have been on Wednesday afternoon.  I also think there’s room for improvement in getting the bet in, as there were still logjams at the wickets despite improvements.  And while I’m at it, put a bar in the new simulcast room and retrain the staff in Fractions please.  3 – 4 of them on duty and still everyone was complaining about the slowness of the service.  One top barmaid, used to working in a busy pub, could handle that place alone.  Overall I thought it was a great week, with lots of positives to build on.  I guess it depends though, on whether you think that wineglass is half empty or half full.  

                             ----------------------------

‘Twas also to laugh this past week at some of the idiocy on the chat lines and racing web sites, in the aftermath of The Gold Cup & Saucer.  First there was a discussion on whether an owner should be allowed to drive his/her horse in the GC&S.  Excuse me?  I agree with the concept of professional catch drivers, or trainer/drivers with their own stables doing most of the reining at any particular track.  However, I do not believe you can exclude any duly licensed driver with his own horse, from participating in a race they wish to enter.  Then we had the ludicrous suggestion and this from a racetrack PR type, that GC&S Trial winners should draw for the 1st and 2nd positions in the Final. PUHLEEEZ!  Giving the two winners the inside posts on a half-mile track is going to create interest and help the bet?  Yeah Right!  This same person, a correspondent for an international web site also suggested that the Gold Cup & Saucer should be restricted to regionally owned or bred horses only.  Really?  One of the greatest spectacles in racing anywhere should not welcome the absolutely best horses possible?  And why would a sponsor like Sobeys even consider being involved?  And what if other jurisdictions invoked the same stipulation?  That’d be nice for local owners.  Proponents of ideas like this should give their heads a shake. Talk about going back to the dark ages - next thing we’ll be burning witches at the stake.  Mind you, the suggestions were not from anyone associated with racing on PEI, so are of little actual consequence, but the Internet really does bring out the crazies.

                               ---------------------------------------

Maurie Danko runs a great website at www.mdanko.com .  On it he provides the kind of info for horsemen that Standardbred Canada wants you to pay for with its new Trackit system.  I’m talking about the type of statistics that are normally available free in most professional sports and certainly are with regards to racing in Europe and Australia/New Zealand.  Granted Maurie does obtain some of his material from Standardbred Canada.  However he does not charge for its use, but only requests a donation to defray operating costs.  Now CEO Ted Smith of SC has hit him with a $500K lawsuit that accuses the site of violating its copyright.  Question is, why does Standardbred Canada insist that its members, who already pony up annual fees, pay for a service that other racing associations provide free of charge - then go after someone who, by making it available, is only trying to help his fellow horsemen and fans of the sport?  Seems that, as usual, the little guy is getting the shaft again.
                              -----------------------------------------------------
The Kensington Harvest Festival wrapped up Sunday and it was good to see that four teenagers were driving on the Matinee card – Kuri White, Patrick Shepherd, Brandon Darrach and Devon Wallace.  As well MPHRC official Keir Jones volunteered his time to judge two of the young drivers’ performance in their quest for their license.

The results  & sponsors were as follows:

Race 1 (T & C Electric)

1 Big Jim, d Philip DesRoche, 2:17.3

Race 2 (Sandhill View Cottages)

1 Golden Chances, d Philip DesRoche, 2:07.3

Race 3 (Bank Of Nova Scotia)
1 Reason To Wave, d Paul Conway, 2:06.2

Race 4 (Lloyd Doucette Memorial)

1 Girl You Shine, d Brodie MacPhee, 2:06.3

Race 5 (Ramsay’s Pharmacy)
1 Dunnville Blue, d Gary Chappell, 2:14

Race 6 (Kensington Agri-Services)
1 Oddserrific, d Rob Chappell, 2:06.2

Race 7 (Clark Insurance)
1 Oxford Angus, d Alan Sweet, 2:07

Race 8 (Kenmac Auto)
1 JK Crusher, d Alan Sweet, 2:03.4

                              -----------------------------------------

The Stretch Run… Some notes for the King’s Co. crowd…. Lowell Stead’s Woodmere Rockette had a nice win at Rockingham last week in 1:55.1…. # 20 the same night in Summerside for Annear/Panting as Maple Leaf Noble won the Lady Slipper 3 YO Trot… On Sat. at EPR Lorraine Lanigan’s Dropelle, (what a great mare), won her division of the Robert Banks in 1:58.1… Just a heads up that the CDP may not be racing Saturday, Sept. 2nd…. By the time you read this they may have switched to Aug. 31… Helps EPR with their big week but moreso because of the Black Eye Peas concert there on the 3rd… EPR certainly needs the help…. Last Sat. the bet in Ch’town was approximately $14K over 12 dashes… EPR has the ANE on and they had 2 cards – total 19 dashes and only bet a little more than $15K… and it was their PR guy suggesting that changes be made to the GC&S etc…. Complaints again about not enough stalls at SRW for ship-ins when empty stalls are apparently available….  I wish someone would explain this properly, ‘cause it sounds crazy… Some suggestion as well that unsealed claims (which is against the rules), went to the judges during the OHW claiming series… plus not too many horses left the Island… Outside horsemen were not very happy…. The Wayne Whebby/Scott Bell/ Robert Laffin team would seem to have another dandy… The 2 YO Olay Olay, in rein to John Campbell, won his 3rd lifetime start at Freehold last week, a new record for the colt 1:54.h… And I’m outta racetrack… later.

Questions/Comments?  hal.al@sympatico.ca 

