             O’Brien Awards had an Atlantic Canada Flavour
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Marc & Natasha Campbell attend O'Brien Awards' reception with PEI track honchos Lee Drake and Brett Revington.  Photo courtesy of Iron Horse Photos.
Well it wasn’t the outcome many had hoped for at the Standardbred Canada awards show named in honour of native Islander Joe O’Brien. Still, it was a pretty good night for Atlantic Canada connections. No, Marc Campbell didn’t win the O’Brien for Horsemanship Saturday evening in Mississauga, but I’m sure the loss was tempered by the great year the Orwell native had.  It’s pretty hard to beat becoming Atlantic Canada’s leading driver at age 27, recording 174 driving wins, 54 as a trainer and setting a new all time record of 119 victories in the bike at the ‘Charlottetown Driving Park’. I’m sure Marc also appreciates that coming second to a veteran like Keith Clark is no bad thing. Other O’Brien moments with a regional flavour, included the Driver of the Year award to Jody Jamieson (of the Windsor, Nova Scotia Jamiesons) and the wins by his father Carl & partners of the 2 and 3 YO colt pacer awards. That’s also not to forget Cape Breton native Jeff Gillis’s recognition as Trainer of the Year. As well, Summerside’s Sugar Doyle did a great job of co-hosting with Ken Middleton. And the folks at Standardbred Canada had plenty of praise for Antigonish‘s  Haley MacDonald and her singing of the national anthem. Nice to see Atlantic Canada so well represented. 

                                 ------------------------------------

This past Saturday, the CDP staged it’s last race card until April 21st. Track conditions were rated good and improved as the day went on. They had another decent bet of nearly $32,000 and while I know there are reservations about the minimal 3% return from the simulcast, it’s a plus to see PEI getting that kind of wagering action. Joey Pineau drove his own Casual Motion to the win in the feature and driving doubles were recorded by Gary Chappell, Brodie MacPhee and Katie Miller. Neal Moase had a training triple. Only one downeast winner on the card.  That was Black Terror in rein to Mike Stevenson for the Doyle boys, Kevin, Barry and Trevor. Other winners and owners on the card included: Smilin Jack Paysak - Jeff  Holmes

Otello - David  Kent

Woodmere Real Drop - Neal  & Jonah  Moase

Dunmore Alpha – Teddy Smallwood

Its Handsome Hank  - Arlene & Greg MacInnis

Wealth Of Nations – Alexis Gass

F F Stena - Jonah Moase

N S Downey - Darla MacEachearn

Fit The Bill – Don Dunsford

Pembroke Fella – Don Sweet

P L Betterway – Neal, Jonah & Edwin Moase

Teddys Place – Thane Arsenault

Blu Meadow Willie – Robert and Brenda MacInnis

                                -----------------------------------------

I can remember as a young fellow, sitting with the late Rose Haley in the grandstand at Truro watching a field of trotters go by. She commented, ‘there’s nothing as beautiful as a trotter in full flight is there?’ It’s a moment that always stayed with me, as I realized how right she was. It’s nice to see that the trotting tradition continues on PEI.  The addition of Duke MacCallum at the Tierneys, Neal who joins Northern Bailey at Meridian and now Meadowagogo, 1:56.1 ($148,963.) at Bert Honkoop’s holds promise for its future. Good to hear Bert is bringing this horse back to the Island. While he was standing previously at Fay Webster’s in Morell, he sired some decent trotters, particularly Maple Leaf Spirit. First time around though, I don’t think he really had a chance to prove himself. I particularly like the Meadow Road bloodline in broodmares and it’ll be interesting to see it’s impact in years to come.

                                   -----------------------------

I want to remind you again of the benefit auction at EPR on Saturday for the injured Gilles Barrieau.  By this time details, including the items available, should be on the Harness Racing New Brunswick web site; www.hrnb.ca. Live streaming of the event is promised as well. The regional horsmen/women’s associations don’t have much in the way of benefits, insurance etc. for their members. Thus your support is really needed in this cause. Gilles has done a lot for Maritime racing over the years and now is your chance to return the favour. For further info call Sandra Foley at 506-454-3415 or Dave MacLean at 506-343-6484

                                    ------------------------------------

The Maritime Province Harness Racing Commission levied a number of suspensions and fines recently. Hughie G. Murphy had a positive class 2 test with Sunnysidegal and received a 6 months suspension and a fine of $1500. Troy G. Murray had a class 1 positive with Camscaper and was given a year’s suspension accompanied by a fine of $1000. Allan S. Smith had a positive for TCO2 with Beauty Spur and was suspended for 6 months with a $1000 dollar fine.

                                   --------------------------

Jeff Gural, has been working to restore New Jersey’s Meadowlands Racetrack (The Big M), as the premier Harness Racing venue in North America.  He was the guest speaker recently at the Ontario breeders awards banquet and had some interesting things to say. Gural revealed that he has now raised $75 of the $100 million dollars needed and a new grandstand will open in 2013. He also plans to restrict entrants for major events to horses whose sires raced as 4 year olds. This of course is a move intended to keep racing’s stars on the track, instead of being sent early to the breeding shed. Woodbine and Mohawk also intend to follow suit. As well, much like the current WEG policy, trainers must now sign an access agreement in order to race at the Big M and some applications have not been accepted. What caused the most stir though, was Gural’s stated intention to work with the New Jersey  governor Chris Christie, to make illegal equine drug use a criminal offense and to prosecute offenders in court. He says that he is adamant about doing whatever it takes to restore the fan base. This could get interesting.

                                        -----------------------------------

A recent announcement by Meridian Farms may help to keep Atlantic Canada’s 3 YO stars around longer. Bill Andrew had mentioned to us a while ago that he didn’t think their pacing mares series was reaching its goal. So now Meridian is switching the Erwin Andrews Memorial to an open trotting mares series. At the same time they’ve decided to create an Island Pacing Championship for 3 year olds and older. It’ll have an elimination, a consolation and a $10,000 added final in October. Credit where credit is due, Meridian keeps putting it’s money on the line and walking the talk.

                                         ----------------------------------

Horses for Courses:

Local winners of interest in the big leagues last week included;

Unstoppable Speed in 1:57 at Western for the Tierney/Buchanan partnership, as well as Lasting Impressions in 2:00.4 for Tommy Collings. Jen Trainor’s Wildcat Carolyn made it two in a row at Flamboro on Thursday – Mile in 2:02.2. Sunday at Flamboro Mike Collings had a win with Freddy My Boy in 1:58.2 and Sean MacSwain with Serious Camotion in 1:57.4.

                                         ---------------------------------------

Tip O’ the Whip: To Billy MacGuigan (Brenda & Barney’s son). I’m surprised actually that nobody mentioned he was assistant coach of the Canadian men’s sledge hockey team. They won a gold medal in Europe a week or so ago. Our congratulations.

                                          ------------------------------

Questions/Comments? hal.al@sympatico.ca 

